“I Will Build My Church”
After Jesus was rejected by the Jewish leadership in Matthew 12 and taught the seven kingdom parables to reveal the next phase for advancing the kingdom of heaven he moved to his hometown (Matthew 13:53) but “they took offense at him” (Matthew 13:57)  Jesus replied, “only in his hometown and in his own house is a prophet without honor.” (Matthew 13:57)  This is setting the stage for one of the disciples most important lessons.  Jesus is not going to be excepted in his own house or by his own nation, but he will be received outside of Israel in the Gentile nations.  The disciples are going to be the first to realize this even in their lifetimes for they will scatter into the world of the Gentiles to proclaim Christ successfully.

In Matthew 14 John the Baptist is beheaded (Matthew 14:1-12).  Jesus withdraws from the crowd to spend sometime alone to pray and keep his human will in line with God’s plan.  What a temptation for the Lord to react to the decapitation of his cousin and the great prophet who went before him in the spirit of Elijah by taking the situation into his own hands.  We see Jesus praying, sometimes all night long, when he is faced with a human desire or temptation that goes against God’s plan for his life.  For example:

1) The three temptations were overcome because Jesus fasted and prayed through out that forty day period.  

“Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit

 in the desert, where for forty days he was tempted by the devil.” (Luke 4:1,2)

2) In Capernaum when the people wanted Jesus to stay with them but Jesus replied after all night of prayer, “I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns also, because that is why I was sent.” (Luke 4:43)

3) In the Garden of Gethsemane when he prayed, “Father, if you are willing take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.”  In the end after struggling in prayer and being in great anguish, Jesus “rose from prayer and went back” to face the mob that had come to arrest him and take him to his crucifixion. (Luke 22:39-47)

Here in Matthew 14:13 Jesus “withdrew by boat privately to a solitary place.”   The crowds followed him, though, and Jesus healed their sick and multiplied their bread.  In John 6 this multiplying of the bread was a sign to the crowd of Jews. (John 6:14)  A sign in the Bible is a miracle that has a meaning.  A sign is to cause the people to ask, “What does this mean?” or “What is he trying to tell us?”  The sign of multiplying the bread was to reveal to the people that Jesus was the bread of life. (John 6:35)  But the crowd could not or did not want spiritual food  but breakfast.  By the time Jesus got done explaining the sign to crowd was grumbling about his teaching (John 6:41), arguing among themselves concerning his teaching (John 6:52) and leaving him.


“From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him.”






(John 6:66) 
The masses that had followed Jesus into the solitary place for healing and for food rejected him when he wanted to deal with their spiritual problem of sin.  They wanted to make him king (John 6:15) because he could provide a national health care program and a welfare system by simply sitting in a solitary place multiplying bread while he healed the sick.
After this some Pharisees and teachers challenged Jesus on his disciples failure to wash their hands properly in regards to the traditions of the elders of Israel (Matthew 15:1,2)  Jesus explains to these Jewish leaders that they have confused God’s revealed truth with their own religious traditions.  He warns his disciples not to be misled by these blind guides. (Matthew 15:14)
Within a few days of teaching the seven kingdom parables John the Baptist had his head cut off, Jesus was rejected by the crowd of 5,000 Jewish men and their families who had eaten the multiplied bread and was attacked by the Jewish leaders for not following their man made religious rules.  Clearly he has been rejected by the Jewish people and “no prophet is accepted in his own house.”  Jesus will now begin to reveal to his disciples one of the core principles of the new dispensation, the church age.  They will go to the Gentiles.  The very next verses in Matthew say: 


“Leaving that place, Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon.  A Canaanite 
woman from that vicinity came to him, crying out, ‘Lord, Son of David, have mercy on 
me!  My daughter is suffering terribly from demon-possession.’”  (Matthew 15:21-22)
The New International Version leaves out a word in the above verse that is in the Greek.  It is the Greek word “idou” that is used to place stress on the amazing thing that Matthew saw and recorded.  The word is often translated “behold!”.  J. B. Rotherham translates it this way:


“And going forth from thence Jesus retired into the parts of Tyre and Zidon.  And lo! A 
Canaanite woman from those bounds coming forth, . . .”

In the last few days Matthew had seen the Jewish leaders reject Jesus after he healed a blind and mute man.  He had watched a crowd of well over 5,000 people eat the bread Jesus multiplied only to reject him the next morning.  In addition to this Jesus own hometown rejected him and the Pharisees could only find fault with him for improper hand washing.  But, when they leave Israel, “Behold”, “It was amazing”, “I couldn’t believe it”, “And lo! A Canaanite woman was a believer!!”, “Who would have expected this?!”
Matthew’s amazement continues to be seen in his terminology used to describe this Gentile location.  He uses the modern names of Tyre and Sidon, but refers to the woman by her ancient ancestry.  She is, of all people, a Canaanite!!  Things had indeed come full circle.  Israel, the chosen people who drove out the Canaanites, have rejected their Messiah, but a Canaanite woman has received him.  Mark calls her “a Greek, born in Syrian Phoenicia. (Mark 7:26)

This was an object lesson for the disciples.  This was foundational work for the future of the Kingdom of God.  Jesus had left the land of Israel.  He was believed in by a Gentile.

The Canaanite woman calls out to him, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me!”  The word “Lord” indicates she was a believer and “Son of David” indicates she understood him to be the promised One from the royal line of David who would sit on David’s throne and rule the nations.  The Canaanite woman knew Jesus was the savior and the king or the Messiah.  
Their conversation went like this:

"Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me! My daughter is suffering terribly from


 demon-possession." 

 
Jesus did not answer a word. So his disciples came to him and urged him, "Send her


 away, for she keeps crying out after us." 

He answered, "I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel." 

 
The woman came and knelt before him. "Lord, help me!" she said. 

 
He replied, "It is not right to take the children's bread and toss it to their dogs." 

"Yes, Lord," she said, "but even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their



 masters' table." 

 
Then Jesus answered, "Woman, you have great faith! Your request is granted." 



And her daughter was healed from that very hour.”

Jesus simply ignored her as his disciples watched a Gentile cry out for help.  Her cries, instead of filling the Jewish disciples with pity, annoyed them.  Salvation for the world was to come to and through the Jewish people.  The Jewish nation had rejected salvation for themselves and thus had shut down any opportunity for the world.  The cries of this Gentile woman for help presented a problem for God’s current plan of using Israel to reach the world and the disciples needed to see this.

When the women’s hysterical crying had finally been enough for the disciples they urged Jesus to send her away.  They did not understand yet their purpose for being in Phoenicia.  So instead of sending her away Jesus responded to the woman for the disciples to hear and told her, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.”  Why was Jesus sent only to Israel?  Because the plan was that the nation of Israel would believe in him and take his message to the world fulfilling God’s purpose for choosing Abraham and forming the nation:  “All peoples on earth will be blessed through you.” (Genesis 12:3)  If the disciples had been paying attention to the recent events in Jesus ministry there was no hope for this Gentile woman since Israel was not going to bless anyone since they had rejected the Messiah.

When the woman continues to ask for help Jesus continuing to stress his point that first salvation comes to Israel and after that through Israel the nations will be blessed says, “It is not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to their dogs.”  Jesus adds to his comment a little of the Jewish attitude toward the Gentile nations.  Instead of seeing themselves as a light to the Gentiles the Jews considered themselves superior to the Gentile dogs who lived in darkness.  The disciples were probably nodding their heads and saying “amen” now that Jesus was preaching to the Gentiles and putting them in their place.  But, Jesus was setting the stage to complete the object lesson.
The woman not only knows who Jesus is, she also knows current events.  She might be thinking “if you have come only for Israel, then what is the Jewish Messiah doing up here in a Gentile country?”  She knows Jesus has been rejected and the “children” have rejected their “bread” and thrown it on the floor.  She is more than willing to be the dog in this case as long as she and her daughter get the bread that has fallen on the floor.  She knows who Jesus is and she wants what he has to offer.  

As the disciples continue to watch Jesus then complements her and answers her request:


“Woman, you have great faith!  Your request is granted.”

Jesus has just shown the disciples that there are believers waiting for him in Gentile lands and even more, many non-believers who are waiting to hear the word, the seed of truth that will spread through the whole world.  
From there Mark tells us that Jesus went from Tyre, through Sidon down to the Sea of Galilee and into the region of the Decapolis. (Mark 7:31)  Passing through these Gentile areas Jesus gathered another large crowd but this one was mainly Gentile followers.  For three days they brought their lame, blind, crippled, and mute for him to heal.   Jesus spoke to his disciples concerning this Gentile crowd:


“I have compassion for these people; they have already been with me three days and have

 noting to eat.  I do not want to send them away hungry, or they may collapse on the 
way.”   (Matthew 15:32)

Then Jesus took seven loaves and a few fish and feed this Gentile crowd.  Again the disciples are seeing Jesus minister to Gentiles like he had the Jews.  There were no conflicts with Jewish leaders in these Gentile lands since they would never mingle among the unclean heathen dogs.
Jesus return to the land occupied by Israel by sailing to Magadan (Matthew 15:39) only to be attacked by the Pharisees and Sadducees waiting for him there. (Matthew 16:1-12) After this confrontation with the Pharisees in Galilee Jesus took his disciples into Gentile territory one last time for what would be their graduation ceremony in the fall of 29 AD six months before his crucifixion.
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Jesus had been rejected at Nazareth.  About that time he heard of John the Baptist death and he left for a solitary place on the shore of Galilee.  After feeding the 5,000 Jews the disciples crossed the sea to Capernaum but Jesus walked on the water.  In the morning the crowds who had ate the multiplied bread found Jesus in Capernaum and rejected him as the bread of life.  It was here also that the Pharisees and the teachers criticized Jesus for not following their man made religion.  At this point Jesus left Israel territory and went into the Gentile land of the Phoenicians.  There he met a woman who knew him as “Lord” and as the “Son of David.”  Jesus then returned into the land of Israel with  a crowd of 4,000 Gentiles which he multiplied the bread for.  Jesus then took the disciples out of Israel again for a lesson at “the Gates of Hades”.  All of this was to prepare the disciples for the work of the ministry of the church.
The Gates of Hades
Jesus left Israel and went 25 miles north of the Sea of Galilee into the area of Caesarea Philippi to the base of Mt. Hermon.  At the base of Mt. Hermon was a massive rock formation.  In the first century AD a powerful spring gushed from the face of this limestone rock cave to form a stream that filled the Sea of Galilee.   This location is currently in the Golan Heights.  The original name for Caesarea Philippi was Panias since it was the birth place of the Greek god Pan.  The modern name of this city, Banias, is an Arabic corruption of Panias. Due to shifting plates the flow of water has been reduced to water seeping from the rocks in modern times.  

In Old Testament times it was a place of Baal worship (Josh 11:17; Judg 3:3). In 200 BC it became a pagan shrine to honor the god Pan.  He was portrayed as half-man and half-god who played a flute.  This territory was annexed to Herod the Great’s kingdom in 20 BC by Ceasar Augustus.  Herod then built a temple here and dedicated it to Ceasar Augustus.  Besides the statues of the Greek gods the landscape was dominated by the white marble images that testified to the glory and diety of Ceasar and his cult worship. 

The pagan world saw this cave as the doorway to the underworld and the water that gushed forth came from the abyss.  Thus, the cave in this rock formation was called “the gates of Hades.”  It was here the gentiles met with the underworld with worship and sacrifice.   Sacrifices were thrown into this cave as offerings to Pan.  In this rock formation niches were carved and can still be seen today with Greek inscriptions recognizing the gods and the patrons who made great monetary offerings to them.  Ancient coins from Caesarea depict statues or idols setting in these niches.  A statue of Pan’s consort, a nymph, Echo sat in one niche and Hermes, Pan’s father sat in another niche and many other gods joined them in the various niches in the face of this rock.

There could not have been a more corrupt and wicked place to hold a graduation ceremony for those who would begin the new dispensation.  At Caesarea Philippi the disciples were surrounded by idols, shrines, the cult of Caesar and immoral worship practices.

The disciples had learned by experience to trust every word of Jesus as a word of power or prophecy.  They had never seen Jesus’ words fail to produce the desired result.  If his words were spoken to the wind, the diseases, the demons, to the lame and blind or to their hearts Jesus’ words always were fully satisfied.  Now Jesus faced the greatest pagan religious shrine in the earth and spoke his plan to his disciples.
The account of their trip and conversation at this rock shrine called the Gates of Hades is recorded by Matthew, Mark and Luke.

“When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, "Who do

 people say the Son of Man is?" 

 They replied, "Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or


 one of the prophets." 

 "But what about you?" he asked. "Who do you say I am?" 

 
Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." 







(Matthew 16:13-16)

Peter challenged the gods in the niches of this cliff when in front of them he said to Jesus in response to his question, "You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God,"

 
Jesus replied, "Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by


 man, but by my Father in heaven. And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this


 rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. I will 


give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be 


bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven."  

Then he warned his disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Christ.” 






(Matthew 16:17-20)

Jesus says, “You are Peter”.  The Greek word is “petros” and is masculine in its form.   This word is found 154 times in the Greek New Testament and every time but one it refers to Peter.  One time in John 1:42 the word is translated “stone” in the King James to describe Peter’s name.  In the Greek translation of the Old Testament (Septuagint or LXX) it is used twice and refers to a stone.  Greek dictionaries define “petros” as a detached stone or boulder, or a stone that might be thrown or easily moved.” (Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words, W. E. Vine, Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Michigan 1952, p. 302)  In Greek writing outside the scriptures “ ‘petros’ is use more for isolated rocks or small stones, including flints and pebbles for slings”. (Theological Dictioinary of the New Testament, Editors Gerhard Kittel, Gerhard Friedrich, Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, Frand Rapids, Michigan, 1968, Volume VI, p. 95)

When Jesus says “on this rock I will build my church” he uses the word “petra” for rock.  This is the feminine form of the same word but is used entirely different in Greek writing.  It is “used in secular Greek for a large and solid ‘rock’.  “It may denote equally well the individual cliff or a stony and rocky mountain chain.”  (Theological Dictioinary of the New Testament, Editors Gerhard Kittel, Gerhard Friedrich, Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, Frand Rapids, Michigan, 1968, Volume VI, p. 95) In the Septuagint (LXX) it is a cliff in Exodus 17:6.  In the New Testament “petra” is used twice in the parable of the man who built his house on the rock or “petra”, a huge rock formation, in Matthew 7:24,25.  The wise man’s house was built on a huge rock formation called “petra”.  Josephus uses this word “to describe the massive fitted stone blocks in the towers of Jerusalem” and “huge rocks suited for the foundation of buildings” “as contrasted with the ordinary rocks that men carry around” called petros. (The New Linguistic and Exegetical Key to the Greek New Testament, Cleon L. Rogers jr. and Cleon L. Rogers III, Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 1998, p. 37)

Peter is called a “stone, or a rock” and is told on this “rock formation or cliff of rock” I will build my church.  The rock formation that Jesus is going to build his church on is the rock formation that they are standing in front of.  Jesus traveled 25 miles in order to show his disciples where the church was going.  The church was going to go into the gentile lands.  It was going to take over their pagan temples, their pagan philosophies, and their pagan cultures.  The church was going to be built right on top of the pagan societies.  And then he promises them that there is not a thing the Gates of Hades can do to stop it!

Peter, the stone, was going to be part of the building process.  The church was not going to be a temple building like the one in Jerusalem made of gold and stone.  The building material was going to be people who like Peter confessed Jesus as the Lord and Christ.  Peter wrote in 1 Peter 2:4-9:


“As you come to him, the living Stone – rejected by men but chosen by God and precious

 to him – you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house.”  

Paul writes to the Gentiles in the Greek city of Ephesus:


“Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s 
people and members of God’s household, built on the foundation of the apostles and

prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.  In him the whole building is

joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord.  And in him you too are

being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.”

(Ephesians 2:19)

As the church began in the pagan Roman world it eventually would overcome Caesar worship by converting the Roman Emperor himself.  It would cease pagan temple worship by turning the temples themselves into churches.  As Christianity spread into barbaric tribes filled with darkness and superstition these tribes would become the nations that would produce the great civilizations during the next 2,000 years.   The light of the church came from the confession that Jesus was the Christ and from the seed of the word of truth.  With these two things, the Christ and the word of God, Jesus told the church there was not a demon, there was not a philosophy, there was not a society they could not overcome.  In every case, if the truth of Jesus and his word were proclaimed, the church would be built right on top of the Gates of Hades themselves.  Just like ancient cities were destroyed by enemy forces and then resettled by the conquerors, so would the pagan societies be conquered, not with the sword, but with the proclamation that Jesus is the Christ and the teaching of his word which would produce, 30, 60 and 100 fold.  

A simple proof of the truth of this prophecy and reality of this power is to consider where your own personal ancestors and ancient cultures of your origins where at the time.  2000 years ago my ancestors (Germans, Scotch-Irish, French, Creek Indian) were, like yours, all in their own pagan cultures with their heathen philosophies.  Although Christianity has wrongfully used force in the past this is not the power that Christ left with the church.  The power of the church to overcome the gates of Hades is the proclamation of the truth into the hearts of men in every culture, tribe and tongue. 

 It should be pointed out that when the gospel enters a culture it does not bring with it a culture or nationality of its own but adapts to the culture of the people.  There is not a Christian food, or a Christian dress, or a Christian style of music, or a Christian dialect, or a Christian race.  True, many think their dress or their music is The Christian style, but they are wrong.  They do not understand were the power is.   Instead, Christianity, the seed, enters all food, dress, music, dialect and race and upon those cultures and within those people the church is built.  I realize this is shocking to many “Christians” who have never understood Christianity.  They and their churches have spent years confusing their culture with the Truth.  Instead of preaching Christ, they have been preaching culture.  Instead of leading people into righteousness they have been leading people away from the social taboos or bad manners.  

This is the same problem the Jews had in the early church.  This is the focal point of the first Jerusalem council in Acts 15 and the book of Galatians.  The Jewish Christians quite naturally started saving the world by first trying to get the heathen to become Jewish.  The apostle Paul championed the cause to stop this before it even began to spread.  Paul advanced the gospel of Jesus Christ into the pagan world with out mixing it with Jewish culture or his own personal bent of a legalistic Pharisee.  A Greek could remain a Greek and still become a Christian.  An Ethiopian could remain an Ethiopian and still become a Christian.  Jesus had said, “Upon this rock of the pagan worship and heathen societies I will build my church and the gates of Hades will not stop it!”  Certainly the Christian would stop walking in the dark philosophies of the heathen and stop worshipping idols in the shrines of the pagans but in the process not just the hearts of men but even the philosophies and the shrines of society would be converted.

“After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb.  They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands, And they cried out in a loud voice: ‘Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.’”



(Revelation 7:9, 10)
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