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Zechariah 5:1-11 
1. The sixth and seventh visions (the flying scroll and the woman in the ephah) of the eight total 

visions focus on judgment of sin and wickedness. 

2. The first five visions identified blessing, favor intended for God’s chosen.  

3. The application or fulfillment of the 6th and 7th visions in chapter five could occur: 

a. Contemporary – in the days of 519-516 BC during the rebuilding of the temple 

b. Immediate future – in the coming generations that lead up to the New Testament 

c. Eschatological – in the coming kingdom during the Millennial reign of Christ 

 

 
 

Zechariah 5:1 – “Again I lifted my eyes and saw, and behold, a flying scroll! 

 
1. The opening line is similar to Zechariah’s second and third visions. 

 

5:2 – “And he said to me, “What do you see?” I answered, “I see a flying scroll. Its length is 

twenty cubits, and its width ten cubits.” 
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1. The interpreting angel asks Zechariah about what was being seen. 

2. Zechariah sees a large flying scroll 

a. 30 feet long, 15 feet wide (Coincidently the same size as the Holy Place in the 

Tabernacle?) 

 
b. This scroll was not rolled up, so it was open for everyone to read and understand 

c. Writing on both sides 

d. Large enough for everyone to read and understand the requirements of God’s character 

and God’s Law. 

 

5:3 – “Then he said to me, “This is the curse that goes out over the face of the whole land. For 

everyone who steals shall be cleaned out according to what is on one side, and everyone who 

swears falsely shall be cleaned out according to what is on the other side. 
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1. The writing on each side was the commands 

of the third and eighth of the Ten 

Commandments. 

a. If there were two tablets with five 

commands on both sides these would 

be the middle of the first five 

commandments on one side and the 

middle of the last five commandments 

on the other side. 

b. These two commands may represent 

all the commands. 

c. These two commands may deal with 

the greatest temptations of the 519 

BC exiles that had returned. 

2. The punishment is “shall be expelled” or 

“shall be cleaned out” or “banished” is from 

the Hebrew niqqah meaning “to be empty or clean”. 

a. Refers to being purged out of the covenant community 

 

5:4 – “I will send it out, declares the LORD of hosts, and it shall enter the house of the thief, 

and the house of him who swears falsely by my name. And it shall remain in his house and 

consume it, both timber and stones.” 

 
1. Focus is on the thief and the one who uses the Lord’s name for personal gain. 

a. This could refer to corrupt business practice in the rebuilt community in Jerusalem 

b. This could refer to those associated with God’s people among the Jews who used the 

culture for their own temporal prosperity 

2. Punishment from the curse on the scroll is: 

a. On the person’s house 

b. Permanent 

c. Consuming 

i. Timber – tree, wood – beams, ceiling, roof, even decorative paneling that covers 

the stone walls 

ii. Stones – stone – foundation, walls 

 

5:5 – “Then the angel who talked with me came forward and said to me, “Lift your eyes and see 

what this is that is going out.” 



4 
 

 
1. Another object in flight 

 

5:6 – “And I said, “What is it?” He said, “This is the basket that is going out.” And he said, 

“This is their iniquity in all the land.” 

 
1. “Measuring basket” or an epah which is a large barrel or basket bused to measure about 5-10 

gallons of dry or liquid. 

a. The ephah – epah – was the largest of the measurments 

b. It was too small to hold a woman so either: 

i. The ephah is larger than normal like the scroll was larger 

ii. The woman is smaller than usual to fit into an ephah 

2. “This is their iniquity in all the land” is literally “This is their resemblance throughout the earth.” 

a. “land” or “earth” is probably referring to the land of Judah. 

b. “iniquity” or “resemblance” 

i. “resemblance” would refer to the ephah which is a commercial measuring basket 

indicating business evil such as false measurements which would match: 

1. The thief 

2. The one who swears falsely 

ii. “iniquity” is found in the Greek and Syriac versions that translate the Hebrew 

iii. Together the “iniquity” could be the practice that resembles the ephah of corrupt 

business 

 

5:7 – “And behold, the leaden cover was lifted, and there was a woman sitting in the basket! 
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1. Usually the ephah basket would be wicker or wooden, but here it has a lead lid. Much heavier 

and harder to open than usual.  

2. Inside the ephah was a woman identified as “This is Wickedness.” 

 

5:8 – “And he said, “This is Wickedness.” And he thrust her back into the basket, and thrust 

down the leaden weight on its opening. 

 
1. Wickedness itself is forced back into the basket 

 

5:9 – “Then I lifted my eyes and saw, and behold, two women coming forward! The wind was in 

their wings. They had wings like the wings of a stork, and they lifted up the basket between 

earth and heaven. 
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1. Storks were unclean birds according to the Law so they were fit to carry this cargo 

2. The focus on the stork-like angelic/demonic creatures may be on: 

a. Their evil intentions 

b. Their strength in their wings 

5:10 – “Then I said to the angel who talked with me, “Where are they taking the basket?” 

 
 

 

5:11 – “He said to me, “To the land of Shinar, to build a house for it. And when this is prepared, 

they will set the basket down there on its base.” 

 
 

1. The female angelic storks are carrying the basket with wickedness to Shinar or Babylonia. 

a. The use of Shinar reminds of Tower of Babel and the arrogance and hubris of godless 

man 

2. Babylon was the place of: 

a. The ancient tower of Babel 

b. The recent Babylonian captivity 

c. The future seat of the Anti-Christ and his kingdom 

3. “house” is bayith which means house and is translated “home” 33x, house 1,534x, temple 36x. 

a. “House” in Babylonian writing refers to temple 

4. “base” is mekunah  

5. which means “fixed resting place” or “base” and is used to say “pedestal” or “stand” 

6. Eschatological: 

a. Revelation 14:8 

b. Revelation 17:5 

c. Revelation 18:10 

 


