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Zechariah 1 

 
Overview of Zechariah 

1. Zechariah 1-6 - Zechariah’s Eight Visions on February 15, 519 BC  

a. Man among the myrtle trees – God is watching and controlling history 

b. Four horns and four horn cutters – God will remove the oppressive nations 

c. Measuring line – Jerusalem will have a population explosion 

d. Garments for the High Priest – God is reinstalling the priesthood of Aaron 

e. Golden lamp stand and two olive trees – Joshua and Zerubbabel are anointed and 

are providing the oil for Israel’s lamp 

f. Flying scroll – There is a curse hanging over the land. Violators of the covenant will be 

removed from history 

g. Woman in a basket – the system of evil will be returned to the pagan land of Babylonia 

but it will not be part of Israel’s new nation. 

h. Four chariots – God ultimate victory over the oppressive nations is won and judgment 

is  brought to those nations 

2. Zechariah 7-8 

a. Four messages (7:4-8:23) in response to the question about fasting (7:1-3) 

i. Rebuke  

ii. Repentance 

iii. Restoration 

iv. Rejoicing 
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3. Zechariah 9-14  

a. Two oracles revealing future of God’s program 

i. The anointed King rejected (9-11) 

1. Judgment on contemporary nations around Israel (9:1-8) 

2. Blessing (9:9-10-12) 

3. Rejection of the Good Shepherd by Israel and the results of Israel’s 

rejection (11) 

ii. The rejected King enthroned (12-14) 

1. Israel restored and redeemed (12-13) 

2. The King returns (14) 
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Zechariah 1:1 – “In the eighth month, in the second year of Darius, the word of the LORD came 

to the prophet Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, son of Iddo, saying, 

 
1. The date is October 27, 520 BC 

 
- August 29, 520 – Build the Temple 

- October 17, 520 – Do not be discouraged 

- October 27, 520 – Zechariah 1:1-6 

- December 18, 520  – Blessing begins today 

- December 18, 520  - Zerubbabel is like the Lord’s signet ring 

2. Dated according to the reign of a Gentile King and not an Israelite King or event. This was 

the “time of the Gentiles” foretold by Daniel and referred to by Jesus (Daniel 2; 7; Luke 

21:24) 

3. Zechariah 

a. A prophet 

4. Mentioned in Ezra: 

a. Ezra 5:1 – “Now the prophets, Haggai and Zechariah the son of Iddo, prophesied to the 

Jews who were in Judah and Jerusalem, in the name of the God of Israel who was over 

them.” 

b. Ezra 6:14 – “And the elders of the Jews built and prospered through the prophesying of 

Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo. They finished their building by 
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decree of the God of Israel and by decree of Cyrus and Darius and Artaxerxes king of 

Persia.” 

5. Father was Berechiah; Grandfather was Iddo (In Hebrew “son” can also mean descendant, 

such as in Jesus being the “son of David”) 

a. There is an Iddo in Nehemiah 12:4 who was the head of a priestly clan in the second 

generation of the exiles who returned to Jerusalem 

b. In Nehemiah 12:16 Zechariah takes the leadership of the same priestly clan. 

c. Zechariah then would be a priest and a leader among the priest. (Other prophets who 

were from the priestly family were: Moses, Samuel, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Zechariah 

son of Jehoiada . 

1:2 – ““The LORD was very angry with your fathers. 

 
1. The people of 520 BC were where they are because the Lord was angry with their sinful 

lives and rebellious culture. 

2. This understanding as foundational worldview in 520 BC is the absolute necessity. If they 

do not get this then they are doomed. If they understand and accept this Truth then they 

can begin the process of advancing in God’s plan. 

3. Note the Hebrew says “has been angry…very” some literally translate this to say “angry 

with anger”  

1:3 – “Therefore say to them, Thus declares the LORD of hosts: Return to me, says the LORD 

of hosts, and I will return to you, says the LORD of hosts. 

 
1. The forefathers’ sins destroyed Israel, Jerusalem and the Temple, but the current 

generation’s sins was holding up the restoration of the Temple, Jerusalem and the nation. 
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2. Haggai focused on the Temple being rebuilt. Zechariah will focus on much more being 

rebuilt including the city, the culture and the restoration of the nation fulfilling the purpose of 

the Lord. 

1:4 – “Do not be like your fathers, to whom the former prophets cried out, ‘Thus says the 

LORD of hosts, Return from your evil ways and from your evil deeds.’ But they did not hear or 

pay attention to me, declares the LORD. 

 
 

1:5 – “Your fathers, where are they? And the prophets, do they live forever? 

 
1:6 – “But my words and my statutes, which I commanded my servants the prophets, did they 

not overtake your fathers? So they repented and said, ‘As the LORD of hosts purposed to deal 

with us for our ways and deeds, so has he dealt with us.’” 
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