
Romans 11:33-36  
 
33 Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his   
   judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 
34  “For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his counselor?” 
35  “Or who has given a gift to him that he might be repaid?” 
36 For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen. 
 

 The revelation and understanding of God’s plan of salvation revealed in history in Romans 9-11 leads 
Paul to finalize this section with verses of praise to the Creator God. 

 It is made clear that Paul’s understanding and explanation are only scratching the surface of God’s full 
plan along with the wisdom, knowledge and richness that has gone into man’s salvation by his Creator. 
The fullness and richness cannot be told or understood by mere man. 

 Just as God’s wisdom cannot be known by man, creature or angel, neither can God’s plan be thwarted. 
The Creator will accomplish his purpose. In fact, he is in the midst of accomplishing his purpose right 
now. 

 Note there is no reference to Jesus or Christ in these closing four verses. Thus, this is not a 
Christological text. 

 This is a hymn to God with parallels in: 
o Revelation 4:11 
o Revelation 7:12 
o Revelation 15:3-4 
o Revelation 16:7 

 This is carefully composed set of verses based on the use of triads: 

o The threefold structure (11:33 and 11:34-35 and 11:36) each depend on the word βαθος or 

“depth”: 
o Three rhetorical questions set in parallel: 

 “Who has known the mind of the Lord?” 
 “Who has been his counselor?” 
 “Who has ever given to God, that God should repay him?” 

o The three rhetorical questions are answered by three words: 
 Depth of “knowledge” 
 Depth of “wisdom” 
 Depth of “riches” 

o Followed by three prepositions in 11:36: 
 “From him” 
 “Through him” 
 “To him” 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 
 


