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Colossians 1:24-29; 2:1-7  
  

1:24 – “Now I rejoice in what I am suffering for you, and I fill up in my flesh what is still lacking in 

regard to Christ’s afflictions, for the sake of his body, which is the church.   

  
1. Paul shifts to his apostolic ministry here.   

2. “I rejoice” indicates Paul is experiencing and practicing what he taught in 1:11-12  

a. Note: rejoicing appears again at the end of this section in 2:5  

b. Both, Paul and the Colossians are to be rejoicing if they are in right standing with Christ  

3. “Suffering” – pathemasin – means “suffering”, “affliction”, or “misfortune”   

a. This was a word used beginning with the Greek tragedies to denote that which befell a man 

and had to be accepted by him.  

b. Paul uses “suffering” – pathemasin – to refer to the afflictions in which all Christians 

participate as part of the suffering of Christ:  

i. Romans 8:18 – “I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with 

the glory that will be revealed in us.”  

ii. Philippians 3:10 – “I want to know Christ—yes, to know the power of his resurrection 

and participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death.  

c. This suffering was part of being an apostle:  

i. Galatians 6:17 – “From now on, let no one cause me trouble, for I bear on my body 

the marks of Jesus”  

ii. 1 Corinthians 4:9-13 – “For it seems to me that God has put us apostles on display at 

the end of the procession, like those condemned to die in the arena. We have been 

made a spectacle to the whole universe, to angels as well as to human beings  

iii. 2 Corinthians 11:23-33 –  

4. “I fill up” or avtavaplero is only here in the NT, but the same word in a different form appears in  

1 Cor. 16:17 and Phil. 2:30 where it means “to fill up” and “to complete”  
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1:25 – “I have become its servant by the commission God gave me to present to you the word of 

God in its fullness—   

  
1. “commission” is oikonomia which meant a household servant as in Luke 16:1- 4   

2. The church is referred to as “household” or oikos in Col 4:15; Rom. 16:5; 1 Cor. 11:34;   

1  Cor. 16:19; 1 Tm. 3:5   

3. “Fullness”, “to complete” – pleroo – “to make full”, “to complete”, “to fill”, “to fulfill” 

a. From pleres meaning “be full” 

 

1:26 – “the mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and generations, but is now disclosed to 

the Lord’s people.   

 
1. Paul responsibility in the “household” of God was to reveal the mysteries to the Gentiles in this 

new age (the church age).   

2. Paul uses the word “mysteries” () to refer to hidden truths that where written, but not 

fully revealed in the text of the Old Testament.   

a. Paul uses the word “mystery” 21x including 1 Cor. 2:6-10 and Romans 16:25-27.   

b. Anytime Paul uses words such as “reveal,” “make known,” “manifest” he is most likely 

talking along these lines.   

c. Paul says these mysteries are revealed to “saints.” This means to the average believer.  

d. Notice also the words similar to “mystery” are used “hidden” and “revealed” (or, 

“manifested”)  
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1:27 – “To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this 

mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.  

 
1. Mysteries in the NT: 

a. Incarnation – 1 Timothy 3:16 (see 4e below) 

b. Divine Indwelling – Colossians 1:26-28 

c. Church, a union of Jews and Gentiles – Ephesians 3:1-11 

d. Israel’s blindness – Romans 11:25 

e. Rapture - 1 Corinthians 15:51-55 

f. Mystery of Iniquity – 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12 

i. Paul’s mysteries a-f above 

ii. Other mysteries g-I below 

g. Mysteries of the kingdom - Jesus seven kingdom parables – Matthew 13  

h. Revelation’s Mystery of the 7 stars and the 7 candle stands – Revelation 1:20  

i. Mystery of Babylon the Great, Revelation 17:5  

2. The mystery in focus here is that the Jewish Messiah dwells in the believing Gentiles. 

3. Two interpretations concerning this state: “Christ in you, the hope of glory.” (Note: The parallel 

verses in Ephesians do not have a similar statement even though the same content is being 

discussed.)   

4. Notice the words piled together by Paul to describe how incredible this is:   

a. great   

b. “riches” –  ploutos means “wealth”, “abundance”, “riches” 

c. “Glory” – is  “doxa” used in the OT to identify the glory of God.   

i. Paul is talking about the very glory, character, nature of YHWH has been   

1. revealed to the Gentiles,   

2. dwells in the Gentiles and   

3. is the hope (or, a deposit) for future glory.   

ii. Paul sees this as fulfillment of what the prophets spoke in the OT concerning the 

Gentiles. Romans 15:8-13 quote OT and Romans 15:16-21 Paul defines his ministry.   

d. Ultimately, Christ is the center of the mystery which is “Christ in the Colossians.”   

i. Christ has been revealed to the Gentiles, but the Colossians are Gentiles who have 

believed. So, the Colossians have Christ in them.   

1:28 – “He is the one we proclaim, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we 

may present everyone fully mature in Christ.   
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1. Paul describes his ministry with “we” to include all who were branching off and helping in the 

proclamation of this mystery to the Gentiles.   

2. Paul uses three verbs:   

a. “proclaim” (“kataggello”  is used as a technical term for preaching the gospel. 

And this is describe as being done with the following two words. For Paul, the proclamation 

of Christ, the mystery, included : 

b. “warning” or “admonition” – this verb noutheteo  meant to set the mind of 

someone in proper order by correcting their world view and putting them in a right 

relationship with reality. This word is used in Ephesians 6:4 concerning parents giving 

admonition to their children. In Titus 3:10 it is used to refer to correcting those with false 

beliefs.   

c. “teaching” or “instruction” –   

i. NOTICE THAT PROCLAIMING CHRIST CONTINUES WITH THE TEACHING 

MINISTRY!   

ii. Also NOTICE – the proclamation of Jesus is never considered to be a brief three-

minute invitation to accept Christ at the end of a sermon about:  

a “How to be a Better Man.”  

b “How to Find and Keep Friends.”  

iii. The proclamation of the mystery involved creating a new worldview and 

understanding the mystery!  

iv. This will take more than a few classes and a few memory verses.   

b. “Perfect” is teleios   which means “complete,” “whole,” “perfect.”   

i. This is a reference to the parousia or the coming of the Lord.   

ii. Notice the three uses of “everyone”:  

1 “warning everyone,”   

2 “teaching everyone”  

3 “presenting everyone.”   

iii. Three things to point out here:   

1 The sequence of Paul’s ministry that falls under the general category of 

“proclaiming the gospel.” It involves a three-step process of ministry:   

a Warn - Warning is evangelism  
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b Teach – Teaching is discipleship  

c Present - Presenting is the eschatological event of glorification 

(phase three)  

2 Paul’s ministry was aimed at “everyone” and he says that three times.   

3 The focus was eschatological when the believers are presented as 

perfect before the throne of God.  

 

1:29 – “To this end I strenuously contend with all the energy Christ so powerfully works in me.”  

  
1. “struggling” (here and in 2:1) is a reference to the athlete striving, straining, suffering, enduring, 

overcoming  

a. “struggling” is agonidzomai meaning “to strive, to exert effort.   

b. It is the picture of an athlete struggling.  

c. A term from the Greek athletic arena  

2. “labor” - kopiao - means “to work, to labor, to labor with wearisome effort, to work to exhaustion”   

a. This concept is used by Paul to refer to himself also in: 1 Cor. 15:10; Gal.4:11; Phil.  

2:16; 1 Thes.2:9; 3:5; 2 Cor. 6:5; 11:23….and, to others in Rom. 16:6; 16:12 and 1 Thes. 

5:12.)   

3. “This” refers back to “present everyone mature in Christ.”   

4. “Energy of Him Working in me in Power” (bold refers to the divine Christ) 

a. This is supernatural. 

b. This is the manifestation of the Spirit of God 

c. This is Paul’s spiritual gift.  

d. Not Paul’s natural power, work or energy. 

e. This is God’s power manifesting in Paul: 

1 By the Holy Spirit 

2 Through the gift 

3 In Christ 
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Colossians 2:1 – For I want you to know how great a struggle I have for you and for those at 

Laodicea and for all who have not seen me face to face,  

 
1. “struggling” (agon) means “a gathering”, “a contest”, “a struggle”. It is the image of an athletic 

contest which is strenuous and demanding. It refers in Greek to:  

a. “an athletic contest.  

b. the athlete striving, straining, suffering, enduring, and overcoming.  

2. Laodicean church would likely have started while Paul was in Ephesus in the early 50’s Three 

groups of people addressed here:   

a. People in the Colosse church who 

know Paul and have met Paul. This 

likely took place when they visited 

Ephesus.  

b. People who are in the church of 

Laodicea which was started by 

Colosse and/or Ephesian believers. 

Paul has never been to the 

Laodicean church.   

c. The people who have joined the 

churches in Colosse and Laodicea, 

but have never met Paul or heard 

him teach.  

3. Paul wants to see these believers face to 

face because that is part of his commission 

identified in Colossians 1:25, “I became a 

minister according to the stewardship from 

God that was given to me for you 

(Gentiles), to make the word of God fully 

known.”  
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2:2 – that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in love, to reach all the riches of full 

assurance of understanding and the knowledge of God's mystery, which is Christ, 

 
1. Purpose of Paul visiting/writing: “My purpose is” (written into the NIV)   

a. Parakaleo means “to call to”, to call for”, “to exhort”, “to encourage”  

b. Paul’s purpose was to encourage believers in heart and united in love.  

i. sumbibazo meaning “to join together”, “to consider”, “to teach”, “to instruct”  

1. the idea is to unite the people through teaching.   

2. To have the people consider the teaching and exhortation that they unify 

around the common understanding of the Truth.  

3. This is not merely joining together for peace and harmony, but joining together 

because they are focused on the Truth  

c. The word “encouraged” can be translated “exhorted.”  

d. The “love” in “united in love” is according to the parallel verse in Ephesians 3:17 the love 

Christ has for all the believers. So, the idea is that Paul’s words would encourage/exhort 

them to manifest the unity they have by being in Christ (See Ephesians 4:14, etc.)  

2. The Target: “so that”   

a. So they may have full riches of complete understanding.   

b. The encouragement/exhortation and unity in the body of Christ would manifest the “full 

riches of complete understanding.”   

c. Those who encourage/exhort and are committed to the body of Christ (the church) have 

access to the spiritual blessings.  

3. End Game: “in order that”   

a. Know the mystery of God (which is to know Christ) in whom are the treasures of wisdom and 

knowledge!   

b. The ultimate goal is to know Christ (this is much more than accepting him as savior and 

knowing him as Lord.) See Ephesians 3:14-21 

2:3 – in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 

 
1. Christ is the source of wisdom, just as he is the source of life.  

2. The false teachers were focusing on other things, arguments, ideologies, political alliances  
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3. 2 Corinthians 10:5 – “We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge 

of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ,…”  

 

2:4 – I say this in order that no one may delude you with plausible arguments. 

 
1. The Colossians needed to know these things and have a unified front as a community (church) to 

critically analyze and reject “fine-sounding arguments” that tried to squeeze in beside Christ or tried 

to replace him.  

2. “fine sounding arguments” is pithanalogia and was a word used by Aristotle, Plato, Epictetus not 

with negative connotations, but with the idea of a plausible and persuasive speech.   

3. Paul uses this idea in 1 Cor. 2:4 when he says that he does not do that.   

a. These were not bad or worthless speeches, but sermons and messages with solid points 

heard with a convincing presentation.   

b. We would say it, “to talk someone into something” or “to sell you something you really 

weren’t interested in.”   

c. It is a good word for marketing a product. 

 

2:5 – For though I am absent in body, yet I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good order 

and the firmness of your faith in Christ. 

 
1. Paul’s desire was to be with them and lead them into this understanding. Paul feels the lack of his 

presence may be the weak link in the Colossians defense, so he desires to be with them and take 

command of these troops.  

2. But, Paul is present with them “in Spirit” and this could refer to:  

a. His attitude  

b. The Holy Spirit  

c. Paul’s leadership manifested through the Holy Spirit’s leading  

d. Paul’s ‘spirit’ (wisdom, insight, instruction, leadership) in the form of this letter (or, his words)  

3. Paul uses two military terms that refers to the Colossian’s camp being in order and the forces of 

their defenses strong.  

a. “orderly” is taxis and refers to troops being aligned in battle formation.   
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i. “Taxis” is used in Greek literature  

ii. Means “order”, “regular arrangement”, “position”, “rank”  

iii. and in the LXX for military troops organized in battle formation.  

b. “firm” is stereoma means “a solid body”, “a support”, “strength”, “firmness” and refers to the 

strength of troops and their power to resist the enemy.   

i. Here in context their faith was:   

1. their defense and   

2. the strength of their weapons.  

ii. This could be translated, “your orderly formation and the firm front which your faith in 

Christ presents.”  

2:6 – Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him,  

 
1. The readers have already “received Christ Jesus the Lord” or been born again, saved. 

2. Basics of Christian life, growth and maturity: 

“AS YOU RECEIVED CHRIST JESUS THE LORD, SO WALK IN HIM” 

a. This phrase may be either a comparison clause of explanation or emphatic clause: 

i. Comparison clause of explanation, then this provides a model for continued growth. The 

verses below indicated the model is the all-sufficiency of Jesus in salvation and growth. 

Basic he is the vine we are the branches. 

ii. Emphatic clause, then the point is the Colossians had to remember the original 

commitment they made to Jesus and his ways when they “received Christ Jesus. They 

had committed to the program. Now, they needed to stick with their commitment.  

3. A key point is the construction of the phase “Christ Jesus the Lord” 

a. This construction does not occur anywhere else in the New Testament. 

b. This actually says in the Greek “THE Christ Jesus THE Lord” and not the typical “Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

c. The point here is building on the Christology of chapter one. 

d. This is making a clear connection that THE JESUS CHRIST is and was received by the 

Colossians as THE LORD (God, Deity)  

e. Their salvation, their security, their life, their growth is in THE MAN JESUS who is the CHRIST 

(promised Messiah) who is the eternal LORD, the creator and supreme deity over all. 

4. “received” is used here with a personal object → “the Christ Jesus the Lord” 

a. This is the only place in the NT “received” is used with a personal object. 

b. Other places “received” is used with:  

i. “teaching” – 1 Cor. 15:3; Phil 4:9 

ii. “gospel” -1 Cor. 15:1  

iii. “word” – 1 Thes. 2:13; 2 Thes. 3:6  

c. The Colossians are embracing a person, Jesus, and not merely: 

i. A philosophy 

ii. A teaching 

iii. A legal system 

iv. An ascetic system 
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5. If the Colossians are going to experience their fullness in the person of Christ, then they are going to 

have to continue to live focused on the person of Jesus Christ the Lord. 

6. Their temptation is to be distracted into some philosophy, some system or something other than the 

person Jesus. 

 

2:7 – rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in 

thanksgiving. 

 
1. Four participles modify the greek verb parelabete translated “as you received” (2:6): 

a. “rooted” – rooted in him 

b. “built up” – built up in him 

c. “strengthened” – strengthened in the faith 

d. “abounding”- abounding in all of these (hearing, learning, being rooted, being built up, growing, 

being strengthened in the faith) with thanksgiving 

2. “Rooted” and “built up” in Him 

a. Roots sinking deep into the knowledge you were taught about Jesus Christ creating faith 

b. Building up a strong above ground structure that stands on the knowledge you were taught 

about Jesus Christ creating faith 

3. “Being strengthened” or “being established” in THE faith (not “faith”, but “the faith”) 

a. This refers to the doctrines and the truth of Christianity 

b. This is not referring to active acts or positions of faith 

c. But, the knowledge and understanding of THE FAITH will produce FAITH in the believer who 

will naturally produce the FRUITS OF FAITH 

4. “just as you were taught” 

a. All of this information, knowledge, and THE FAITH were taught to these believing Colossians 

b. This information was not developed on their own 

5. This verse is similar to Colossians 1:23: 

“if indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel that 

you heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a 

minister.” 

 

Colossians 2:1-7 connects Paul and his situation in Rome under house arrest with the Colossians 

Christian growth which has led to their conflict with the heretical teaching in Colossians which is 

threatening to undermine their faith and Paul’s Gospel. So, Paul and the Colossians interests are 

aligned at this time because they are both fighting the same enemy. 


