Colossians 2:1-5
Colossians 2:1 – “For I want you to know how great a struggle I have for you and for those at
Laodicea and for all who have not seen me face to face,”

1. “struggling” (agon) means “a gathering”, “a contest”, “a struggle”. It is the image of an athletic
contest which is strenuous and demanding. It refers in Greek to:
a. “an athletic contest.
b. the athlete striving, straining, suffering, enduring, and overcoming.
c. Laodicean church would likely have started while Paul was in Ephesus in the early 50’s
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2. Three groups of people addressed here:
a. People in the Colosse church who know Paul and have met Paul. This likely took place
when they visited Ephesus.
b. People who are in the church of Laodicea which was started by Colosse and/or
Ephesian believers. Paul has never been to the Laodicean church.
c. The people who have joined the churches in Colosse and Laodicea, but have never met
Paul or heard him teach.
3. Paul wants to see these believers face to face because that is part of his commission identified
in Colossians 1:25, “I became a minister according to the stewardship from God that was given
to me for you (Gentiles), to make the word of God fully known.”

2:2 – “that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in love, to reach all the riches
of full assurance of understanding and the knowledge of God's mystery, which is Christ,”

1. Purpose of Paul visiting/writing: “My purpose is” (written into the NIV)
a. Parakaleo means “to call to”, to call for”, “to exhort”, “to encourage”
b. Paul’s purpose was to encourage believers in heart and united in love.
i. sumbibazo meaning “to join together”, “to consider”, “to teach”, “to instruct”
1. the idea is to unite the people through teaching.
2. To have the people consider the teaching and exhortation that they unify
around the common understanding of the Truth.
3. This is not merely joining together for peace and harmony, but joining
together because they are focused on the Truth
c. The word “encouraged” can be translated “exhorted.”
d. The “love” in “united in love” is according to the parallel verse in Ephesians 3:17 the
love Christ has for all the believers. So, the idea is that Paul’s words would
encourage/exhort them to manifest the unity they have by being in Christ (See
Ephesians 4:14, etc.)
2. The Target: “so that”
a. So they may have full riches of complete understanding.
b. The encouragement/exhortation and unity in the body of Christ would manifest the “full
riches of complete understanding.”
c. Those who encourage/exhort and are committed to the body of Christ (the church) have
access to the spiritual blessings.
3. End Game: “in order that”
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a. Know the mystery of God (which is to know Christ) in whom are the treasures of wisdom
and knowledge!
b. The ultimate goal is to know Christ (this is much more than accepting him as savior and
knowing him as Lord.) See Ephesians 3:14-21

2:3 – “in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.”

1. Christ is the source of wisdom, just as he is the source of life.
2. The false teachers were focusing on other things, arguments, ideologies, political alliances
3. 2 Corinthians 10:5 – “We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the
knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ,…”

2:4 – “I say this in order that no one may delude you with plausible arguments.”

1. The Colossians needed to know these things and have a unified front as a community (church)
to critically analyze and reject “fine-sounding arguments” that tried to squeeze in beside Christ
or tried to replace him.
2. “fine sounding arguments” is pithanalogia and was a word used by Aristotle, Plato, Epictetus
not with negative connotations, but with the idea of a plausible and persuasive speech.
3. Paul uses this idea in 1 Cor. 2:4 when he says that he does not do that.
a. These were not bad or worthless speeches, but sermons and messages with solid
points heard with a convincing presentation.
b. We would say it, “to talk someone into something” or “to sell you something you really
weren’t interested in.”
c. It is a good word for marketing a product.
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2:5 – “For though I am absent in body, yet I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good
order and the firmness of your faith in Christ.”

1. Paul’s desire was to be with them and lead them into this understanding. Paul feels the lack of
his presence may be the weak link in the Colossians defense, so he desires to be with them
and take command of these troops.
2. But, Paul is present with them “in Spirit” and this could refer to:
a. His attitude
b. The Holy Spirit
c. Paul’s leadership manifested through the Holy Spirit’s leading
d. Paul’s ‘spirit’ (wisdom, insight, instruction, leadership) in the form of this letter (or, his
words)
3. Paul uses two military terms that refers to the Colossian’s camp being in order and the forces
of their defenses strong.
a. “orderly” is taxis and refers to troops being aligned in battle formation.
i. “Taxis” is used in Greek literature
ii. Means “order”, “regular arrangement”, “position”, “rank”
iii. and in the LXX for military troops organized in battle formation.
b. “firm” is stereoma means “a solid body”, “a support”, “strength”, “firmness” and refers to
the strength of troops and their power to resist the enemy.
i. Here in context their faith was:
1. their defense and
2. the strength of their weapons.
ii. This could be translated, “your orderly formation and the firm front which your
faith in Christ presents.”
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