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 Romans 1:17-21 
1. Romans 1:15 – “to preach Gospel” leads into the central statement (1:16-17) of the book 

2. Romans 1:16-17 is the main point of the introduction. 

3. 1:16 – the Gospel is the saving power. This point ties the whole letter together 

4. 1:17 – the “righteousness of God” is the effect the Gospel is focused on providing 

5. 1:18-8:39 – God’s righteousness goes to faith 

a. Righteous by faith (1:18-5:21) 

b. The righteous by faith…shall live (6-8) 

6. 9-11 – God’s righteousness comes from faith, that is from God’s faithfulness 

 

Romans 1:16 -  

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who 

believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.” 

   

Romans 1:17 -  

“For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The 

righteous shall live by faith.” ” 

   
 

“Righteousness of God” This could mean:  

a) “the righteous standing which God gives”  

b) “the righteous character which God is”  

c) “the righteous activity which comes from God”   

The phrase "righteousness of God" is used 8x in Romans and only 1x elsewhere (2 Cor. 5:21) 

• This is a status before God. This is NOT an internal moral transformation 

• This is an acquitting. NOT an infusing of righteousness 

• Romans 6 distinguishes JUSTIFICACATION from SANCTIFICATION 

 

“” could mean “out of” which would make faith the source of salvation.  

   

"Revealed" - to uncover  

• Could refer to uncovering to the intellect 
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• Could refer to uncovering God’s plan in human history; eschatologically 

The gospel brings this salvation into existence for those who believe.  

It does more than just explain it to us. The Gospel reveals the righteousness of God.  

 

See the use of "reveal" in 1:18 and 3:21. 

Romans 3:21 – “But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although 

the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ 

for all who believe.” 

 
 

“From faith to faith” meaning options: 

1. From faith in the Law to faith in the Gospel 

2. From faith of the Preacher to the faith of the Hearer 

3. From beginning faith to growing, producing faith (from Justification to Sanctification) 

4. From God’s faithfulness to man’s faith 

5. From Christ’s faithful work to our faith 

6. Totality – beginning faith faith and continuing in faith up to the end in faith.  

The Christian experience is nothing but faith. 

7. Received by faith and has faith as its goal instead of having works as its goal.  

Not beginning with Faith and moving to do Good Works. 

 

 

“as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.” “ 

• Paul’s confidence in the Gospel and how it makes righteous is supported by OT Scripture: 

o Habakkuk 2:4 – “Behold, his soul is puffed up; it is not upright within him, but the 

righteous shall live by his faith.” 

o Read Habakkuk 1-2 
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Romans 1:18 -  

“For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of 

men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth.” 

 
 

“For” connects the following text to 1:15 where Paul says he wants to preach the Gospel in Rome 

also. 

 

1:18-3:20 = sin, wrath, judgment 

• 1:18-32 = Natural revelation revealed to people in general. (some say only Gentiles are in 

focus) 

• 2:1-3:8 = Special Revelation, recorded Scripture (2:12-13; 2:17-19). Focus is on the Jews 

 

Before Paul continues with the discussion of the Gospel he presents the world’s need for the gospel. 

Part of presenting the gospel is presenting the need for the gospel.    

Without a knowledge of holiness of God men will live in their darkness without   knowledge of their 

darkness.  

   

1:17 – the righteousness of God is revealed. 

1:18 – the wrath of God is revealed 
   

God has revealed his righteousness through acts and words in history.  

Yet God’s full manifestation of righteousness has not been seen.   

When he returns, he will reveal his righteousness and it will have an effect.  

Even today we can respond to the righteousness of God already revealed.  

Today God reveals righteousness for us to respond to.  

 

This is also true of God’s wrath.  

God has and is revealing his wrath against sin in history.  

He will continue to reveal his wrath until it ultimately and finally is revealed in the end upon his return.  
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God’s judgment in history as time progresses not only includes his active participation,  

but more so, as described in these verses as “paradidonai” – “to give over” (1:24)  

   

“From Heaven” -    

There is a “wrath” that is built into the creation.   

When you live in rebellion to the laws that God has established things naturally punish us.  

Here the wrath is described as being directly from heaven.   

This speaks of a wrath that is by God’s direct intervention.  

 

The object of this divine wrath is:  

1. all the godlessness or men – this is discussed in 1:19-27  

2. all the wickedness of men – this is developed in 28-32  

 

“Godlessness” – means not having fear or reverence for God.   

1. It places man’s views and values in contrast with God’s plans and purposes.  

2. This can not only be passive neglect but must manifest as open rebellion.  

3. This is an attitude and an act towards God.  

  

“Wickedness” – is injustice and is expressed in the way men treat each other. 

This is an attitude and an act toward mankind.  

   

From the giving of the Law of Moses through Jesus teaching these are the focus of right living:  

1. Fear God  

2. Kindness to Men  

 

JESUS:   

Which is the greatest command? (Matthew 22:36)  

“ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’   

This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: 

‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’   

All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”  

 

MOSES:   

#1 – Deuteronomy 6:5 – “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 

and with all your might.” (Dt. 6:12 – “. . .do not forget the Lord. . .”                     

#2 – Leviticus 19:18 – “You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of your own 

people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord. “  (Lev. 19:1-19 –  

• respect  

• leave them for the poor 

• do not steal 

• do not lie 

• do not defraud 
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• do not hold back wages 

• do not curse the deaf 

• do not pervert justice 

• judge fairly 

• do not spread slander 

• do not endanger your neighbor 

• do not hate 

• rebuke frankly 

• do not seek revenge 

• do not bear a grudge 

                 

THE PROPHETS: 

Prophets brought the same message of fearing the Lord and performing social justice.  

Immorality in life is a result in the corruption and lack of doctrine.  

   

“The truth in unrighteousness hold” -         

Suppression of the truth shows that they have knowledge of the truth.  

This will be explained next in 1:19.  

Truth is:  

1. Absolute and independent on people’s support  

2. Will result in action and lifestyle when believed.  

3. To suppress the truth will result in false (wrong) actions  

   

Romans 1:19 -  

“ For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them.”    

Point:  

1) men suppress the truth through unrighteous thoughts and unrighteous actions  

2) people who suffer God’s wrath are responsible for the wrath they receive  

   

Four basic arguments for the absolute need for God to exist:  

1. Creation  
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a. Since there is a universe, it had to have a creator.   

b. You cannot have a watch without a watch maker  

c. Paul uses this in Romans 1:19-20  

d. Plato developed this as the immovable mover.             

e. Follow the Kalam Cosmological Argument  

2. Design– all design implies a creator  

3. Moral law– describes what ought to be seen among men but is not always there.   

a. It is a standard of behavior that exists because of God.  

4. Being– The human concept of perfection exists, yet it is not seen in creation.   

a. Since we strive for perfection in all areas but have never seen it then perfection must     

exist.   

b. The concept of God encompasses the concept of perfection.  

  

Romans 1:20 -  

“For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly 

perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So they are 

without excuse.”   

God’s invisible qualities have been revealed through the physical world.  This way                          

natural man can understand qualities of the immortal God.  

His invisible attributes are summed up in two phrases:  

a) “his eternal power” – he is divine, he is beyond our universe, he is the creator, he is 

the judge, he is the alpha and the omega  

b) “his divine nature” – his character of righteousness, holiness, justice, love are all 

revealed in the creation.  
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Romans 1:21 -  

“ For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they 

became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened.”   

 
“having known” in the sense of general revelation  

We are not talking about a saving knowledge and other information that is attained by    special 

revelation through the word of God and its understanding the           empowerment of the Spirit  

   

Summary:  

Section One 1:18-20 – God’s existence, his righteousness and his wrath have and are  revealed.  

   

Section Two 1:21-31 – Describes how people suppress and exchange God’s revelation of existence, 

his righteousness and his wrath (judgment)                  

Verses  People do:  God does:  

1:21-24  People “exchange” the 

truth for idols  

God “hands them over”  

to passions of their hearts 

1:25-26a  People “exchange” the 

truth for a lie  

God “hands them over”  

To dishonorable passions 

1:26b-31  People “exchange” natural 

sexual practices for 

unnatural  

God “hands them over” 

To a worthless mind  

   

Section Three 1:32 - Combines 1:18-20 with 21-31 to form the conclusion:  

• They know requirements  

• They know the penalty  

• They continue to sin  

• They approve of those who join with them  


