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¶ Nehemiah ruled Jerusalem from the 20th to the 32nd year of Artaxerxes (445-433 BC). 

¶ Nehemiah returned to Artaxerxes in 432 BC and stayed in the Persian court for about 

two years before he returned to Jerusalem a second time in 430 BC.  

¶ When he arrived the second time (430 BC), he found the faithfulness of the people to 

YHWH had slipped. The priests had even given one of opponents Nehemiah had to 

face during his first twelve years in Jerusalem a room (office or headquarters) on the 

Temple Mount in the Temple Court. Nehemiah faced these challenges: 

o Secured finances through collection of tithes to fund the Tempel and the priests 

o Enforce Sabbath observance and prevented merchants doing business on the 

Sabbath. Closed the city gates to business on the Sabbath and threatened 

those doing business outside the city gates. 

o Opposed mixed marriages. He punished the offenders. He was appalled some 

of the children could not speak Hebrew. 

o The high priestôs grandson had married the daughter of the Samaritan 

Sanballat, so he was driven from Judea.  

¶ The refortification of Jerusalem by Nehemiah for Artaxerxes was part of the Persianôs 

attempt to secure its control in the west. Artaxerxes had trouble with a revolt in Egypt 

and unrest on the borders with Greece. 

¶ Judah had become an important province of Persia since it was positioned along the 

communication and transportation lines with Egypt.  

o Phoenicia controlled the Mediterranean coast, but its ports were settled by 

colonies of Greek traders. 

o Arabs had moved north from Arabia into Edom. This was the beginning of the 

Nabatean traders.  

o The Edomites moved further into southern Judah in Beersheba and Hebron 

becoming known as Idumeans.  

o Tobiah the governor of Ammon controlled Transjordan and had connections in 

Jerusalem through the High Priest.  

o Sanballat, governor of Samaria, was looking for revenge against Nehemiah who 

had helped secure Judah being carved out of the province (or, satrap) of 

Samaria.  

¶ Nehemiah would face opposition from Tobiah, Sanballat and the Arab leader Geshem 

¶ Josephus claims the Arabs, Ammonites and Ashdodites terrorized Jewish villages and 

killed many Jews at this time. 

¶ In the face of this opposition Nehemiah rebuilt the walls in 52 days. But, the 

architectural reinforcement, retaining walls, battlements (the parapet or gaps and 

indentations at the top of the walls seen around castles that were used for positioning 

to shoot at enemies outside the wall and for protection against incoming artillery) and 

other features of a military offense, defense, and wall security would take another two 

years and four months. 
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Nehemiah 2:9-20 ï Inspecting the Wall 

9 Then I came to the governors of the province Beyond the River and gave them the 

king's letters. Now the king had sent with me officers of the army and horsemen. 

  

10 But when Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite servant heard this, it 

displeased them greatly that someone had come to seek the welfare of the people of 

Israel. 

 

11 So I went to Jerusalem and was there three days.  

 

12 Then I arose in the night, I and a few men with me.  

 

And I told no one what my God had put 

into my heart  

to do for Jerusalem.  

There was no animal with me but the one 

on which I rode.  

 

13 I went out by night by the Valley 

Gate to the Dragon Spring and to the 

Dung Gate, and I inspected the walls of 

Jerusalem that were broken down and 

its gates that had been destroyed  

by fire.  

 

14 Then I went on to the Fountain Gate  

and to the King's Pool,  

but there was no room for the animal  

that was under me to pass.  

 

15 Then I went up in the night by the 

valley  

and inspected the wall, and I turned back  

and entered by the Valley Gate, and so 

returned.  

 

16 And the officials did not know where  

I had gone or what I was doing, and  

I had not yet told the Jews,  

the priests, the nobles, the officials,  

and the rest who were to do the work. 
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17 Then I said to them, ñYou see the trouble we are in, how Jerusalem lies in ruins with 

its gates burned. Come, let us build the wall of Jerusalem, that we may no longer 

suffer derision.ò  

 

18 And I told them of the hand of my God that had been upon me for good, and also of 

the words that the king had spoken to me.  

 

And they said, ñLet us rise up and build.ò  

So they strengthened their hands for the good work.  

 

19 But when Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite servant and Geshem the 

Arab heard of it, they jeered at us and despised us and said, ñWhat is this thing that 

you are doing? Are you rebelling against the king?ò  

 

20 Then I replied to them, ñThe God of heaven will make us prosper, and we his 

servants will arise and build, but you have no portion or right or claim in Jerusalem.ò 
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A diagram connecting the Gihon Springs to Hezekiah's Tunnel that allowed water to 
flow from outside the city walls on the east side (Kidron Valley) to the west side 

(Central Valley). The water would emerge from Hezekiah's Tunnel as a flow of water 

emerging from an underground spring. Nehemiah 2:13 refers to this apparent 
spring or pool of water as ñthe Dragon Springò or ñthe Jackal Wellò.  

This water eventually filled the pool of water known as the Pool of Siloam. 
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This is a view from the top of the stone ridge of the City of David looking down 
the east side into the Kidron Valley. The view looks south down the Kidron 
Valley where the spring of En-Rogel sets after the Hinnom Valley joins the 
Kidron from the right (west) side. The Gihon Springs are just to the bottom left 
just off this photo. Between the years of 2000-586 BC this steep slope would 
have been built up with terraces and retaining walls to expand the residential 
area and the city to the east. The Babylonian destruction of 586 BC left this 
portion of the city and the walls in a state of destruction and in a continuous 
process of collapse. By the time Nehemiah arrived and tried to pass by this 
portion of the city the rubble had fallen and built up so that Nehemiah wrote in 

2:14, ñthere was no room for the animal that was under me to pass.ò  
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This photo was taken from the top of the eastern side of the ridge of the City of 

David. The Gihon Springs can be seen at the bottom of this slope in the building 

in the middle of this photo setting in the Kidron Valley.  

 

This site was excavated and the debris removed beginning in the 1960ôs by 

Kathleen Kenyon. Then, again in the 1970ôs-1980ôs by Yigal Shiloh. In 1997 

Eilat Mazar began a search for Davidôs Palace here. She continued excavating 

into 2007 uncovering burned residences and royal archives (and, clay bulla) 

buried on this terraced slope that remained from the Babylonian fires of 586 BC.   

 

Kathleen Kenyon wrote on page 107-108 in her 1967 book  

ñJerusalem: Excavating 3,000 Years of Historyò: 

ñOur excavations on the eastern slopes have revealed the tumble mass of 

stones that blocked the way of Nehemiahôs donkey. We also know why the ruins 

were so much worse on the east side than the west, for it was only here that the 

buildings were terraced down into the valley in such a way that damaged to the 

walls would result in wholesale devastation. A breach in the city wall at the base 

would bring down the structures supported against its rear, and it would need 

only a few wintersô rains for the chain collapse to spread up to the summit and 

far to either side.ò 
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Nehemiah decided to 

build the wall along the 

level crest of the summit 

as was always done on 

the west side. The 

returning population 

would be smaller so less 

city space was needed. 

Also, the waters of the 

Gihon Springs now 

flowed into and under the 

city and were not only 

flowing outside the walls 

in the open on the east 

side where it needed 

protection.  

Looking to the 

north/northeast 

up the Kidron 

Valley where 

Nehemiah 

would have 

ridden his mule 

to inspect the 

wall. From the 

bottom of this 

Kidron Valley 

Nehemiah 

would have 

looked up here 

to see the 

summit on the 

east side where 

he would build 

the new wall.  From the Kidron Valley Nehemiah could see the Water Gate, the 

Ophel Wall, the Horse Gate and the eastern side of the Temple Mount.  

This photo is taken from the top of the Stepped Stone Structure above the 

collapsed terraces.  
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Galyn is standing outside the east wall below where Nehemiah built the 444 BC 

wall and towers at the top of the ridge above the Stepped Stone Structure. The 

collapsed terraces and burned residential area of 586 BC are behind and below. 
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Nehemiah 3:1-32 ï Rebuilding the Wall 
 

1 Then Eliashib the high priest rose up  

with his brothers the priests,  

and they built the Sheep Gate.  

They consecrated it and set its doors.  

They consecrated it as far as the  

Tower of the Hundred,  

as far as the Tower of Hananel.  

 

2 And next to him the men of Jericho 

built.  

And next to them Zaccur the son of 

Imri built. 
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3 The sons of Hassenaah built  

the Fish Gate.  

They laid its beams and set its doors,  

its bolts, and its bars.  

 

 

4 And next to them Meremoth  

the son of Uriah,  

son of Hakkoz repaired.  

And next to them Meshullam  

the son of Berechiah,  

son of Meshezabel repaired.  

And next to them Zadok  

the son of Baana repaired.  

 

5 And next to them the Tekoites repaired,  

but their nobles would not stoop to serve 

their Lord. 

 

6 Joiada the son of Paseah and Meshullam  

the son of Besodeiah repaired the  

Gate of Yeshanah.  

They laid its beams and  

set its doors, its bolts, and its bars.  

 

7 And next to them repaired Melatiah  

the Gibeonite and Jadon the Meronothite,  

the men of Gibeon and of Mizpah,  

the seat of the governor of the  

province Beyond the River.  

 

8 Next to them Uzziel the son of Harhaiah,  

goldsmiths, repaired.  

Next to him Hananiah,  

one of the perfumers, repaired, and they  

restored Jerusalem as far as the Broad Wall.  

 

9 Next to them Rephaiah the son of Hur,  

ruler of half the district of Jerusalem, repaired.  

 

10 Next to them Jedaiah the son of Harumaph  

repaired opposite his house.  

And next to him Hattush the son of Hashabneiah repaired.  
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11 Malchijah the son of Harim and Hasshub  

the son of Pahath-moab repaired another 

section and the Tower of the Ovens.  

 

12 Next to him Shallum the son of Hallohesh,  

ruler of half the district of Jerusalem, repaired,  

he and his daughters. 

 

 

13 Hanun and the inhabitants of Zanoah  

repaired the Valley Gate. They rebuilt it  

and set its doors, its bolts, and its bars,  

and repaired a thousand cubits  

of the wall, as far as the Dung Gate. 

 

14 Malchijah the son of Rechab,  

ruler of the district of Beth-haccherem,  

repaired the Dung Gate.  

He rebuilt it and set its doors, its bolts, and its 

bars. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Work along the west side to the south of the 

Temple was easier since enough of the old 

walls had not been destroyed by the 

Babylonians in 586 BC. These old walls still 

stood along the summit on the west side 

above the Central Valley which allowed 

quick work in repairing these western walls 

of Nehemiahôs city. On this side construction 

crews worked on larger sections of the wall. 

These longer lengths could be identified as 

a length of wall running from gate to gate. 

On the eastern side the crews took on 

smaller sections because the damage had 

been greater. On the east side sections of 

the wall had their length identified by using 

landmarks. The work by a man and his crew 

on the eastside is identified as being from 

landmark to landmark since these sections 

were smaller, the gates had been destroyed 

and the rebuilding required much more 

work. 
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15 And Shallum the son of Col-hozeh,  

ruler of the district of Mizpah,  

repaired the Fountain Gate.  

He rebuilt it and covered it and  

set its doors, its bolts,  

and its bars.  

And he built the  

wall of the Pool of Shelah  

of the king's garden,  

as far as the stairs that go 

down from the city of David.  

 

16 After him Nehemiah the son of 

Azbuk,  

ruler of half the district of Beth-

zur,  

repaired to a point opposite the 

tombs of David,  

as far as the artificial pool,  

and as far as the  

house of the mighty men.  

 

17 After him the Levites repaired: 

Rehum  

the son of Bani. Next to him 

Hashabiah,  

ruler of half the district of Keilah,  

repaired for his district.  

 

18 After him their brothers 

repaired: Bavvai  

the son of Henadad, ruler of half 

the district of Keilah.  

 

19 Next to him Ezer the son of 

Jeshua,  

ruler of Mizpah, repaired another section  

opposite the ascent to the armory at the buttress. 

 

20 After him Baruch the son of Zabbai repaired  

another section from the buttress to the  

door of the house of Eliashib the high priest.  
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21 After him Meremoth the son of Uriah,  

son of Hakkoz repaired another section  

from the door of the house of Eliashib  

to the end of the house of Eliashib.  

 

22 After him the priests, the men of the  

surrounding area, repaired.  

 

23 After them Benjamin and Hasshub repaired  

opposite their house. After them Azariah the  

son of Maaseiah, son of Ananiah repaired  

beside his own house.  

 

24 After him Binnui the son of Henadad repaired  

another section, from the house of Azariah  

to the buttress and to the corner.  

 
 

 

 

 

The old gates on the east side 

had been further down the 

slope. These were abandoned 

by Nehemiah since they were 

now outside the new wall built 

at the top of the ridge.  

The new walls and new gates 

were set along the edge of the 

summit of the ridge on the east 

side above the Kidron Valley. 


