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Nahum – Introduction 
 

701 BC – Hezekiah vs. Sennacherib 

686 – Manasseh, king of Judah 

669 – Ashurbanipal begins to reign 

663 – Thebes falls to Ashurbanipal 

652 – Shamash-shum-ukin rebels in Babylon  

650 – Manasseh joins rebellion; taken captive to Babylon (2 Chr. 33:10-20) 

648 – Ashurbanipal subdues Babylon; Manasseh released and begins reform in Judah 

660-650 – NAHUM WRITTEN (after fall of Thebes in 663 

642 – Manasseh dies  

640 – Assyria begins to decline 

630 – Josiah’s Religious Reform begins 

627 – Ashurbanipal dies 

624 – ZEPHANIAH 

623 – Law found in Temple 

612 – Ninevah Falls 

610 – Babylon takes Haran from Assyria; Neco rules Egypt (610-595) 

609 – Josiah meets Neco in Megiddo Valley 

606 – HABAKKUK 

605 -  Egypt defeated at Carchemish; Assyria is finished; Babylon is the new power 

 

Date of Writing (must be 663-612 BC; better 660-640; likely 645 BC) 
- After fall of Thebes by Nile in Egypt in 663 because of Nahum 3:8 

- During Assyria’s time of power, most likely before Ashurbanipal dies in 628 

- While Judah was still under Assyrian dominion 

- Apparently, during Manasseh’s reform (648-642) or Josiah’s reform (beginning in 630, 

although Josiah’s reform extended into Northern Israel because Assyria’s power was fading, 2 

Chr. 34:6-7)) 

- Before Nineveh fell in 612 

 

Assyria Kings 
- Ashur-nirari V (754-744) 

- Tiglath-pileser III (744-727) 

- Shalmaneser V (727-722) 

- Sargon II (722-705) 

- Sennacherib (704-681) 

- Esarhaddon (681-667) 

- Ashurbanipal (668-627) 

- Ashur-etel-ilani (627-623) 

- Sin-shar-ishkun (622-612) 

- Ashur-uballit II (611-609) 
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