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Genesis 11:1-9 (2358 BC, one hundred years after Flood) 
1. Organization through genealogies follows this pattern:  

GENEALOGY-narrative-GENEALOGY-narrative-GENEALOGY-narrative-GENEALOGY 

a. (5:32) GENEALOGY of Noah’s sons  

b. (6:1-8) narrative about the sons of God 

c. (6:9-10) GENEALOGY of Noah’s sons 

d. (6:11-9:17) narrative about the Flood 

e. (9:18-19) GENEALOGY of Noah’s sons 

f. (9:20-27) narrative about Canaan’s curse 

g. (9-28-10:32) GENEALOGY of Noah’s sons  

h. (11:1-9) narrative about Tower of Babel 

i. (11:10-32) GENEALOGY of Shem’s sons 

j. (12-35) narrative about Abraham (included are genealogies of Abraham’s brother 

Nahor (22:20-24) 

k. (35:22-28-36:1-43) GENEALOGY of Jacob and Esau 

l. (37:1-50:26) narrative about Joseph called the tō·lə·ḏō·wṯ of Jacob (37:2) 

2. The events in Genesis 11 happen before the dispersion of the people into territories described: 

a. their lands 

b. each with his own language 

c. by their clans 

d. in their nations (10:5) 

3. Nimrod tried to conquer and reunite after the Tower of Babel (ch. 11). 

Nimrod did not build the Tower of Babel 

4. Geological and hydrological studies show there was a drying out of the land of Sumer during 

this time and migration moved into the plain. This is a result of the flood waters receding.  

5. Also, the ice age maintained a lot of the water in ice formation allowing movement into North 

America. As the ice melted the ocean levels rose. Some civilizations were eventually covered 

in water. 

 

Genesis 11:1 – Now the whole earth had one language and the same words.  

 
1. “language” (saphah) and “speech” (dabar) are related, but are NOT interchangeable 

a. “language” speaks of “one language” (saphah) 

b. This one language had a common, unified vocabulary or “one speech” (dabar) 

c. The account begins with a functioning universal language 

d. The account ends with a destroyed universal language 

 

https://biblehub.com/hebrew/toledot_8435.htm
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11:2 – And as people migrated from the east, they found a plain in the land of Shinar and  

settled there.  

 

 
1. “In the East” 

a. Genesis 2:8 – “And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there he 

put the man whom he had formed. “  
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b. Genesis 3:24 – “He drove out the man, and at the east of the garden of Eden he 

placed the cherubim and a flaming sword that turned every way to guard the way to the 

tree of life.” 

c. Genesis 4:16 – “Then Cain went away from the presence of the Lord and settled in the 

land of Nod (means “wandering”), east of Eden.” 

d. Genesis 8:4 – “the ark came to rest on the mountains of Ararat.” 

i. Today’s Mt. Ararat is not in the Zagros Mountains 

ii. But, The Zagros Mountains are a long mountain range in Iran, northern Iraq, and 

southeastern Turkey which includes the general area of Mt. Ararat and could 

easily have been the actual location of the landing of the ark since Mt. Ararat was 

located and named later. 

e. Genesis 11:2 – “as people migrated from the east, they found a plain in the land of 

Shinar and settled there.” 

11:3 – And they said to one another,  

“Come, let us make bricks, and burn them thoroughly.”  

And they had brick for stone, and bitumen for mortar.  

 
1. Stone is not easily available in this area of Shinar as it had been in the more mountainous 

area. 

11:4 – Then they said,  

“Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us make a 

name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of the whole earth.”  

 
1. The people were building a tower and a city. 

2. It appears the tower was completed since the Lord came down to it, but 11:8 clearly says the 

city building project was not completed. 

3. The tower would have been a Ziggurat: 

a. Ziggurats have no inside. (An Egyptian pyramid may have rooms and pathways inside.) 
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b. The outside surface, or façade /fuh-sod/, was covered with kiln-fired brick or tile work. 

c. Ziggurats were dedicated to a deity. A city my have more than one ziggurat, each for a 

god. 

d. Archaeologists have found 30 ziggurats in the area of Sumer and ancient texts mention 

many more that no longer exist 

e. The architectural features of a ziggurat were: 

i. A stairway or ramp leading to the top 

ii. A small room at the top with a bed and table for the god 

iii. The sides of a ziggurat could be 60 to 200 feet long. Or, from the length of a 

bowling lane (62 feet) to a cargo ship or naval vessel (200 feet) 

iv. Ziggurats were not part of worship rituals in Mesopotamia.  

1. According to ancient literature people did not use the ziggurat for anything. 

2. It was a sacred place and off-limits to people for common use 

v. The top of the ziggurat was made for the god. But, it was not a temple used for 

worship. 

vi. The temple associated with the god and the ziggurat was located near the base 

of the ziggurat and was a separate building. 

f. The names given to the ziggurats indicate the purpose of these towers: 

i. Etemenanki, the ziggurat at Babylon means “temple of the foundation of heaven 

and earth” 

ii. At Larsa the name means “temple that links heaven and earth.” 

iii. At Sippar the name means “temple of the stairway to pure heaven” 

g. The ziggurat wsupported the stairway to the deity and would be used by the god to 

travel from heaven to earth. 

i. The ziggurat was designed as a place for the god to come down to visit the 

people. 

ii. The sole purpose of the ziggurat was for the convenience of the god 

iii. The room, the bed and the table at the top were there to provide comforts and 

services for the god 

h. At the top was a gate of the gods and at the bottom was a free-standing temple where 

the invited god could enter for worship. 

4. The tower was NOT built for these purposes: 

a. For people could go into heaven 

b. So high that it reached into what the ancients supposedly thought was heaven 

c. To flee to in order to escape another flood 

d. To offer sacrifices or burn incense. 

e. Astronomical observation  

f. Burial 

5. The people had two errors: 

a. They refused to scatter and fill the earth. Their intention was opposite of God’s: 

i. Genesis 1:28 – “And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and 

multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the 

sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on 

the earth.” 

ii. Genesis 9:1 – “And God blessed Noah and his sons and said to them, “Be fruitful 

and multiply and fill the earth.” 
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b. They wanted to make a name for themselves 

i. This may refer to a legacy, a remembrance, a history where their name (shem) 

would always be memorialized 

ii. Ancestor worship 

iii. There name (shem) would never be forgotten and their descendants would 

continue to have memorial meals, etc. in their forefather’s name.  

iv. Abraham leaving his father’s household would have been exactly opposite of this 

“making a name” for his fathers. 

 

11:5 – And the Lord came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of man had 

built.  

 
1. And, of course, Yahweh came down to the ziggurat the people had built for the deity to 

descend on. 

2. “Had built” is perfect tense meaning the tower was finished  

 

11:6 – And the Lord said, “Behold, they are one people, and they have all one language, and 

this is only the beginning of what they will do. And nothing that they propose to do will now be 

impossible for them.  
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11:7 – Come, let us go down and there confuse their language, so that they may not 

understand one another's speech.”  

 
 

11:8 – So the Lord dispersed them from there over the face of all the earth, and they left off 

building the city.  

 
 

11:9 – Therefore its name was called Babel, because there the Lord confused the language of 

all the earth. And from there the Lord dispersed them over the face of all the earth. 
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1. What was the original language? Was the original language lost? Or, confused? Did the 

original language the whole world used continue? Is that language used today? 

2. Possibilities (from Bodie Hodge’s book “Tower of Babel: The Cultural History of Our 

Ancestors”) 

a. The original language could have survived the Tower of Babel. 

i. This would have been a Semitic language since the Hebrews were Semites. 

Noah’s descendants could have continued reading the documents passed down 

from Adam to Noah 

ii. There are 11 toledoths in Genesis where the word cepher, “book”, and toledoth, 

“genealogy”, are used. 

iii. This language would actually have been Adamic or Noahic, but is called Semitic. 

iv. Abraham may have known this language, but as he traveled, he also would 

encounter and communicate with Canaanites (from Ham) and Egyptians which 

would be another language 

b. The original language was preserved through Noah, Shem, Ham and Japheth, but was 

not transferred to their descendants 

i. Noah, his sons and their wives were alive at the time of the Tower of Babel, and 

afterwards. What happened to their language? Could they no longer speak to 

each other or in their native tongue? 

ii. The original language at Bable was not “lost”, but “confused” or “mingled” 

iii. These people lived long enough to learn the new languages. And, thus preserve 

any ancient documents 

c. The original language was completely lost at the Tower of Babel and new languages 

took its place. 

i. Adam and Methuselah were alive at the same time for 243 years. 

Methuselah and Noah were alive at the same time for 650 years. 

Shem died 35 years AFTER Abraham died and Jacob was 50 years old!!  

d. The original language at the Tower of Babel was divided into sub-languages 

3. Today there are over 6,900 languages in the world 
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Discovered in Sumer and dated to around 2100 BC the Sumerian epic called “Enmerkar and the Lord 

of Aratta” has had its cuneiform text translated as: 

 

“In those days, the lands of Subur (and) Hamazi, 

Harmony-tongued Sumer, the great land of the decrees of princeship, 

Uri, the land having all that is appropriate, 

The land Martu, resting in security, 

The whole universe, the people in unison 

To Enlil in one tongue [spoke]. 

(Then) Enki, the lord of abundance (whose) commands are trustworthy, 

The lord of wisdom, who understands the land, 

The leader of the gods, 

Endowed with wisdom, the lord of Eridu 

Changed the speech in their mouths, [brought] contention into it, 

Into the speech of man that (until then) had been one." 

 
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Enmerkar_and_the_Lord_of_Aratta_Ashmolean.jpg) 
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In the British Museum from 750-650 BC is a cuneiform inscription describing the wrath of a god on a 

building in ancient Babylon: 

 

… he the father of all the gods had repudiated; the thought of his heart was evil. 

… of Babylon he hastens to the submission, small and great he confounded on 

the mound. Their walls all the day he founded; for their destruction in the night 

… he did not leave a remainder. In his anger also his secret counsel he pours 

out; to confound [their] speeches he set his face. He gave the command, he 

made strange their counsel …. 

 


