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First Timothy 5:19-25 

 
5:19 – Do not admit a charge against an elder except on the evidence of two or three 

witnesses.  

 
1. Distribution of money to the widows by the church leadership was controversial even in Acts 6 

2. So, there could be complaints towards the elders from the people 

3. Timothy was responsible for both sides of the situation. Either side could complain or be 

accused: 

a. Timothy must protect the widows who get the money 

b. Timothy must protect the elders who are distributing the money from people who are 

trying to undermine them 

 

5:20 – As for those who persist in sin, rebuke them in the presence of all, so that the rest may 

stand in fear.  

 
1. The immediate context is money and distribution to widows 

2. The broader context is false teaching 

3. Notice this is addressed to “those who persist in sin”, not to those who have occasionally 

sinned. 

4. “Rebuke” – elenche – means “to confront” with a range of meanings including “to expose,” “to 

rebuke”, “to discipline” 

a. It occurs 4x in Timothy and Titus: 

i. Titus is told to rebuke the Cretans sharply in Titus 1:13. This is the strongest use 

of the word: 

“One of the Cretans, a prophet of their own, said, “Cretans are always liars, evil 

beasts, lazy gluttons.” This testimony is true. Therefore rebuke them sharply, 

that they may be sound in the faith, not devoting themselves to Jewish myths and 

the commands of people who turn away from the truth. 

ii. Three occurrences indicate “to exhort” 

1. 2 Timothy 4:2 – “preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; 

reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching. 

2. Titus 1:9 – “He must hold firm to the trustworthy word as taught, so that he 

may be able to give instruction in sound doctrine and also to rebuke those 

who contradict it.” 

3. Titus 2:15 – “Declare these things; exhort (parakalei) and rebuke 

(elenche) with all authority. Let no one disregard you.” 
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5. “Rebuke before all” and “the rest might fear” 

a. The rebuke is before all the church 

b. The rest who fear are the other elders 

c. An example might be in Galatians 2:11-13 where Paul rebuked the elder Peter publicly, 

and even Barnabus, also an elder, took note and made corrections: 

“But when Cephas (Peter, an elder) came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, 

because he stood condemned. For before certain men came from James, he was 

eating with the Gentiles; but when they came he drew back and separated himself, 

fearing the circumcision party. And the rest of the Jews acted hypocritically along with 

him, so that even Barnabas (also an elder) was led astray by their hypocrisy.”  

(The italics is added to identify elders Peter and Barnabas.) 

6. “persist in sin” could be the elder or the one bringing the false charges 

a. Deut 19:15 says two or three witnesses to confirm wrongdoing 

b. Deut 19:16 speaks of the false witness and their penalty 

““A single witness shall not suffice against a person for any crime or for any wrong in connection with 

any offense that he has committed. Only on the evidence of two witnesses or of three witnesses shall 

a charge be established. 16 If a malicious witness arises to accuse a person of wrongdoing, 17 then 

both parties to the dispute shall appear before the Lord, before the priests and the judges who are in 

office in those days. 18 The judges shall inquire diligently, and if the witness is a false witness and 

has accused his brother falsely, 19 then you shall do to him as he had meant to do to his brother. So 

you shall purge the evil from your midst. 20 And the rest shall hear and fear, and shall never again 

commit any such evil among you. 21 Your eye shall not pity. It shall be life for life, eye for eye, tooth 

for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot.” – Deuteronomy 1:15-21 

1.  

 

5:21 – In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus and of the elect angels I charge you to keep 

these rules without prejudging, doing nothing from partiality.  

 
1. “I charge you” – diamartyromai - /dee-am-ar-too'-rom-ahee/ means “to affirm solemnly” from 

two words: 

a. Dia = “thoroughly” 

b. Martyromai = “witness”, “testify” 

2. Charged before God, Christ Jesus and the elect angels. 

a. Covering the fullness of the heavens or heavenly hosts 

b. “elect” angels could be: 

i. Opposite the fallen angels of Jude 6 and Second Peter 2:4 
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ii. The angels selected and appointed to oversee human affairs and participate in 

some kind of end time judgment. (although Paul says “we will judge angels” in  

1 Corinthians 6:3. 

c. All of Paul and Timothy’s ministry activities are open and seen before God, Jesus and 

angels.  

3. “These rules” comes from tauta meaning “these things” which could refer to: 

a. All these instructions in chapter five even concerning widows (5:1-25) 

b. All the areas (four of them) mentioned here concerning elders (5:17-25) 

i. Double honor for elders who labor in preaching and teaching 

ii. Accepting accusations against elders on the charge or 2-3 witnesses 

iii. Rebuke elders publicly 

iv. Laying on of hands to appoint elders 

c. Hearing and investigating accusations made against the elders 

4. Timothy’s oversight and decision making concerning the elders must be: 

a. “without prejudging” from prokrima which is a courtroom term used to identify the 

unjust practice of deciding an issue before the case is heard based on personal 

preferences or by taking sides in a judicial case. 

i. It means “a prejudgment, prejudice, partiality, preference” 

ii. Used only here in the Greek NT 

b. “nothing from partiality” is from prosolempsia from prosklisis which means “to cause to 

lean against” 

i. The Bible consistently states that God does not show partiality 

5:22 – Do not be hasty in the laying on of hands, nor take part in the sins of others; keep 

yourself pure.  

 
1. “Laying on of hands” seems to indicate the appointing of elders to their roles of oversight. 

a. Laying on of hands was also used for many other things: 

i. Jesus laid his hands on people for: 

1. Healing 

2. Blessing 

ii. In Acts it communicated divine acceptance and often was followed by the 

manifestation of the Holy Spirit such as: 

1. Acts 19:5-7 in Ephesus: 

“On hearing this, they were baptized in[b] the name of the Lord Jesus. And 

when Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and 

they began speaking in tongues and prophesying. There were about 

twelve men in all.” 

2. Acts 8:17 – “Then Peter and John placed their hands on them, and they 

received the Holy Spirit.” 

iii. Appointing of elders 
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1. Acts 14:23 at Iconium – “when they had appointed elders for them in every 

church, with prayer and fasting they committed them to the Lord in whom 

they had believed.” 

iv. There is a chance this could be referring to laying hands on repentant elders to 

restore them to their position. 

v. This is probably not referring to what we see today as modern ordination. 

2. “share” or “take part” is from koinonei meaning “to have a share of” 

a. In context this would refer to Timothy being part of or responsible for the sins of 

unqualified elders. 

3. “Keep yourself pure” refers to Timothy not allowing himself to be compromised because he 

appointed uncapable elders. Their sins would become Timothy’s sins. 

a. Timothy may feel pressure to appoint more elders for the oversight of the money 

distribution to widows. 

b. There may be other matters that need attention 

c. Some of the elders needed to be replaced due to: 

i. False teaching 

ii. Immorality 

iii. Drunkenness 

5:23 – (No longer drink only water, but use a little wine for the sake of your stomach and your 

frequent ailments.)  

 
1. This verse is given to Timothy to clarify “keep yourself pure” from the previous verse. 

2. Another problem in Ephesus was asceticism which, like the Nazarite vow (Numbers 6:1-4), 

would have included the forsaking of drinking wine or abstinence from wine. 

a. 1 Tim. 4:1-5 - 

“Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times some will depart from the faith by 

devoting themselves to deceitful spirits and teachings of demons, through the insincerity 

of liars whose consciences are seared, who forbid marriage and require abstinence 

from foods that God created to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and 

know the truth. For everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it 

is received with thanksgiving, for it is made holy by the word of God and prayer. 

3. Paul is making it clear to Timothy this is NOT what he is talking about concerning “keeping 

yourself pure” 

4. In fact, Timothy needs to drink oligos (“few”, “little”, “small”) wine 

5. Timothy has been drinking only water. In fact, the first imperative (command) is in the present 

tense in the Greek which means, “Stop drinking only water”.  

6. The second imperative (command) for medical reasons is to “make use of a little wine”. 

7. Two medical conditions are generally outlined: 

a. “your stomach” 

b. “your frequent ailments”  

8. In the ancient world it was well known in many cultures that: 

a. Water was often contaminated, and wine was safer 

b. Wine could be used for medical purposes 
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5:24 – The sins of some people are conspicuous, going before them to judgment, but the sins 

of others appear later.  

 
1. These two verses (5:24-25) are to provide Timothy: 

a. Some reason for waiting and observing the potential elders before appointing them 

b. But, also, giving him some room to not blame himself if a poor elder slips into position 

i. After all, Jesus appointed Judas. 

ii. And, the apostles appointed Nicolaus: 

“We will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” And what 

they said pleased the whole gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man full of 

faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, 

and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. These they set before the 

apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands on them.” 

2. Some sins are so obvious it is clear: 

a. They are unworthy to serve as an elder. Thus, judged in time by Timothy, in this case 

b. They are unworthy to serve as an elder and God’s judgment on them will appear even 

during their lives 

3. Sins that appear later will never be seen before hand: 

a. By Timothy before he appoints them as elders 

b. By men in this life, but will be judged by the Lord in eternity 

5:25 – So also good works are conspicuous, and even those that are not cannot remain 

hidden. 

 
1. Sometimes qualifies elders are not publicly outstanding in their good deeds. But, once put into 

a place of leadership their good deeds appear. 

 

 


