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First Peter 1:16-25 
 

1:16 – since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.”  

 
1. Leviticus 11:45 – “For I am the Lord who brought you up out of the land of Egypt to be your 

God. You shall therefore be holy, for I am holy.” 

2. “It is written” was a phrase used by Jesus in Matthew 4:4, 7 and also it was misquoted by 

Satan in Matt. 4:6. 

1:17 – And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each one's deeds, 

conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile, 

 

1. “Impartially” literally means “does not receive face” from the Greek aprosopolaptos which 

means “without partiality” and comes from these three parts: 

a. a- means “not” 

b. -prosopon- this word prosopon means “Face, presence, person, countenance”  

i. “pro-“ by itself means “before” 

c. -lambano – “To take, receive, obtain” 

2. Live out your lives here as strangers in fear of the holy one who judges everyone impartially, 

not in fear of those who will be judged by him 
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1:18 – knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, 

not with perishable things such as silver or gold,  

 
1. “Redeemed” was a familiar practice of purchasing themselves or an enslaved friend or relative 

out of slavery. People could be redeemed out from being prisoners of war by friends or by their 

country. 

2. “empty” means worthless, futile and a hope that is vanity.   

a. Similar comparison is in: 1 Cor. 3:20; Eph. 4:17; Rom. 1:21 and 8:20; James 1:26 

 

1:19 – but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. 

 
1. “precious” means “high value”  

2. “without blemish” refers to moral defects 

3. The blood of Christ is connected here with ransom, not necessarily with forgiveness.  

a. This will be stressed by Peter, but not here.  

b. The focus is redemption or payment.  

c. Sins are referred to by John in: 

i. John 1:29 – “The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, 

the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!”  

ii. John 1:35-37 – “The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples, 

and he looked at Jesus as he walked by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” 

The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus.” 
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1:20 – He was foreknown before the foundation of the world but was made manifest in the last 

times for the sake of you  

 
 

1. “foreknown” means it was not an accident that Christ was the price of redemption.  

a. Christ was chosen in advance.  

2. God’s model of “plan-it-then-do-it” is seen in:  

a. Isaiah 37:26 -  

“‘Have you not heard that I determined it long ago? I planned from days of old what now 

I bring to pass, that you should make fortified cities crash into heaps of ruins,…” 

b. Romans 8:28-29 -  

“And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good,[h] for those 

who are called according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also 

predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the 

firstborn among many brothers.” 

3. The New Testament identifies that God was working his plan through the ages until that hidden 

plan was revealed in Christ and his life:  

a. Rom. 16:25-26 -  

“Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the preaching of 

Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long 

ages but has now been disclosed and through the prophetic writings has been made 

known to all nations, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the 

obedience of faith.” 

b. 1 Cor. 2:6-10 -  

“Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not a wisdom of this age or 

of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to pass away. But we impart a secret and 

hidden wisdom of God, which God decreed before the ages for our glory. None of the 

rulers of this age understood this, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord 

of glory. But, as it is written, 

           “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man imagined, 

             what God has prepared for those who love him”—  

these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches 

everything, even the depths of God.” 

c. Titus 1:1-3 - 

“Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the sake of the faith of God's 
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elect and their knowledge of the truth, which accords with godliness, in hope of eternal 

life, which God, who never lies, promised before the ages began and at the proper time 

manifested in his word through the preaching with which I have been entrusted by the 

command of God our Savior.”  

 

4. “Revealed” indicates Christ was preexisted as is also spoken of in:  

a. First Timothy 3:16 -  

“Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of godliness: 

       He was manifested in the flesh,  

       vindicated by the Spirit,  

       seen by angels,  

       proclaimed among the nations,  

       believed on in the world,   

       taken up in glory.” 

b. Heb. 9:25-26 -  

“Nor was it to offer himself repeatedly, as the high priest enters the holy places every 

year with blood not his own, for then he would have had to suffer repeatedly since the 

foundation of the world. But as it is, he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages 

to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.” 

c. 1 John 1:1-3 - 

“That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with 

our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word 

of life— the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim 

to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to us— that 

which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have 

fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus 

Christ.” 

d. 1 John 3:5 -  

“You know that he appeared in order to take away sins, and in him there is no sin.” 

5. The New Testament also indicates that this “revealing” began the final age or the last days. 

6. These final days or this final age will end when the resurrected Jesus is revealed a second 

time: 

a. Acts 2:16-21 - 

“But this is what was uttered through the prophet Joel: 

‘And in the last days it shall be, God declares,  

         that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh,  

         and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,… 

         ….And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord  

         shall be saved.” 

b. Colossians 3:3-4 -  

“For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your 

life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.” 

c. 1 Peter 5:4 

“And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.” 
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d. 1 Cor. 10:11 -  

“Now these things happened to them as an example, but they were written down for our 

instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come.”     

e. 1 John 3:2-3 -  

“Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we 

know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. 

And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.” 

7. Others had waited in the Old Testament for this age, but we the church now see it and benefit 

from it 

 

1:21 – who through him are believers in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him 

glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. 

 
1. We and the Christians Peter was writing to experience a privileged position since we are now 

in Christ and waiting for his 2nd revealing. 

2. Through Jesus’ 1st revealing we believe/trust in God because he raised Jesus from the dead. 

3. So, now, Peter’s readers can do more than fear God, they can trust the God they fear and put 

their hope in him. 

4. Point of 1:20-21 is:  

a. Now believers are to live holy lives (1:14-16)  

b. Now believers are to fear God who is their judge (1:17)  

c. Because God has redeemed them with Christ’s blood (1:18-19)  

d. Because God has a plan that he has now revealed (1:20).  

e. So, these believers can trust God through Jesus because of:  

i. what Jesus said,  

ii. what Jesus did  

iii. how God raised Jesus from the dead. (1:21) 
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1:22 – Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly love, 

love one another earnestly from a pure heart,   

 
1. The verbs are in the perfect tense in the Greek which indicate these believers are already in 

this state of having been purified and having obeyed. 

2. Obedience to the truth is believing the Gospel. 

3. “Purified yourselves” –  

a. purification in the Old Testament made the worshipper ready to participate –  

i. Ex. 19:10-11 -  

“The Lord said to Moses, “Go to the people and consecrate them today and 

tomorrow, and let them wash their garments and be ready for the third day. For 

on the third day the Lord will come down on Mount Sinai in the sight of all the 

people.” 

ii. Josh. 3:5-6 - 

“Then Joshua said to the people, “Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord 

will do wonders among you.” And Joshua said to the priests, “Take up the ark of 

the covenant and pass on before the people.” So they took up the ark of the 

covenant and went before the people.” 

iii. John 11:55 -  

“Now the Passover of the Jews was at hand, and many went up from the country 

to Jerusalem before the Passover to purify themselves.” 

iv. Acts 21:23-26 -  

“Do therefore what we tell you. We have four men who are under a vow; take 

these men and purify yourself along with them and pay their expenses, so that 

they may shave their heads. Thus all will know that there is nothing in what they 

have been told about you, but that you yourself also live in observance of the law.  

But as for the Gentiles who have believed, we have sent a letter with our 

judgment that they should abstain from what has been sacrificed to idols, and 

from blood, and from what has been strangled, and from sexual immorality.” Then 

Paul took the men, and the next day he purified himself along with them and 

went into the temple, giving notice when the days of purification would be fulfilled 

and the offering presented for each one of them.” 

v. Acts 24:18-19 - 

“While I was doing this, they found me purified in the temple, without any crowd 

or tumult. But some Jews from Asia—  they ought to be here before you and to 

make an accusation, should they have anything against me…” (Before Felix) 
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4. This purification came through obedience to the truth which is the Gospel invitation: 

a. 2 Thessalonians 1:5-10 -  

“This is evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you may be considered worthy 

of the kingdom of God, for which you are also suffering— since indeed God considers it 

just to repay with affliction those who afflict you, and to grant relief to you who are 

afflicted as well as to us, when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his mighty 

angels in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do not know God and on those 

who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will suffer the punishment of 

eternal destruction, away from[b] the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his 

might, when he comes on that day to be glorified in his saints, and to be marveled at 

among all who have believed, because our testimony to you was believed.” 

5. This purification was the born-again experience (phase one), but is practiced and developed in 

life (sanctification process or phase two) 

a. James 4:8 -  

“Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and 

purify your hearts, you double-minded.” 

b. 1 John 3:3 -  

“And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.” 

c. Galatians 5:7-9 -  

“You were running well. Who hindered you from obeying the truth? This persuasion is 

not from him who calls you. A little leaven leavens the whole lump.” (legalism, Law, 

circumcision) 

6. “by obeying the truth” means positively responding to the Gospel. “  

a. “Obedience” (hypakoe) 15x in the NT and not clear it is saving faith 

b. Peter uses “obedience” (hypakoe) in 1:2 and 1:14 to refer to believer’s conduct 

c. “Purify” (hagnizo) is used figuratively to refer to moral purification after salvation 

d. Context HERE is obedience after salvation 

e. The readers are doing the purification which sounds more like phase two than phase 

one. 

1:23 – since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through 

the living and abiding word of God: 

 
1:24 - for 

“All flesh is like grass 

    and all its glory like the flower of grass. 

The grass withers, and the flower falls, 
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1:25 - “but the word of the Lord remains forever.” 

And this word is the good news that was preached to you. 

 
 


