First Peter
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Recipients Historical Background
There was persecution (sporadic) but it had not become the official Roman Government position yet.
Local persecution.
After Nero’s burning of Rome in 64 AD Christianity would become illegal.
Gentiles:
1. 1:14 — “the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance.” Paul’s clear reference to
Gentiles in Ephesians 4:17
2. 1:18 — “the empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers.”
3. 2:9-10 — “you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation...Once you were not a
people, but now you are the people of God.
4. 4:3-4 — “You have spent enough time in the past doing what pagans choose to do.”

Place of Writing
It appears this letter was written from Rome.
In 5:13 Peter writes, “She who is in Babylon, chosen together with you, sends you her greetings.”
Babylon was the head of the Babylonian and Persian empires. Alexander the Great, who was the
head of the Greek Empire conquered Babylon, died there. The Roman  Empire replaced the
Greeks and is the fourth of the beast predicted by Daniel.
Babylon is also a figure of immorality, the anti-god attitude and materialism. The evidence not read
“Babylon” as figurative speech for Rome are:

1. Babylon did exist on the Euphrates at this time as a small town.

2. Babylon is not used as figurative of Rome in other places

3. The writing of 5:13 is not in a figurative sense.

Author

Peter has been accepted as the author of this letter since the early days of the church.

Papias (60-130 AD) said that Mark was a disciple of Peter who did his interpretation work.

This is sited by Eusebius and Irenaeus (175-195 AD)

Mark is reference in 1 Peter 5:13. Mark was an eyewitness of Jesus life, death and resurrection. It
wasn’t until the corrupt biblical criticism of the 1800’s became popular that anyone even mentioned
that Peter wasn’t the author.



In 2 Peter 3:1 Peter refers to his former letter (1 Peter).

e Clement refers to First Peter in 95 AD

e Polycarp (John’s disciple) uses First Peter in his letter to the Philippians
e Eusiebius, the church historian from the 300’s, gives First Peter universal acceptance.
e Irenaeus (140-203), Tertullian (150-222), Clement of Alexandria (155-215) and Origen (185-

253) all credit Peter with the authorship of this letter.

Some critics have said the style of Greek in this letter are beyond Peter’s ability since he was a
Galilean fisherman. But, Peter would have spoken Greek and been very familiar with it. Also,
according to First Peter 5:12 Silas was the scribe who wrote the book down for Peter:

“With the help (“through” or “by means of”) of Silas, whom | regard as a faithful brother, | have written
to you briefly, encouraging you and testifying that this it’s the true grace of God. Stand fastin it.”

Amphipolis  Philippi
Apollonia

Thessalonica

Date of Writing

This book would have been
written in between 63-65
AD

Peter appears to have
been familiar with Paul’s
letters written from prison
around 61-62.

Peter was martyred by
Nero between

65-67 AD
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Purpose for Writing
Peter is encouraging while providing teaching and guidance. Recipients are struggling with:
1. Their place in society
a. Humility
b. Submission
c. Live a life worthy of your calling
2. Persecution
a. It will get worse before it gets better
Ignorance (or, recall) of some useful information
4. Perspective of the temporal with the eternal
a. God will meet your trouble with the grace you need
5. Help the body of believers

w

Peter encourages the readers to use their faith to maintain the divine perspective concerning
difficulties, trials, persecution

Peter compares the Christians in these distant pagan lands with the dispersed Jews (Diaspora)
scattered among the Gentiles

Don’t be surprised that following Christ and his righteousness results in suffering. It is in conflict with
the world. Peter continues to stress and circle back to the points:

1. Suffering at the hands of the ignorant pagans

2. Live kind, hospitable, gracious lives among the pagans

Three parts:
1. 1:3-2:10, Opening focused on:
a. salvation,

b. hope for future,
c. suffering now,
d. genuine faith to make it to the end
2. 2:11-4:11, begins the second section with “Dear Friends” — you are God’s people
3. 4:12-5:11, beings the third section with “Dear Friends” — Some theology and teaching to
respond correctly to suffering

ONLINE PHOTOS at www.generationword.com :

Photos of Bethsaida (Geshur)

Photos of Capernaum

Photos of Sea of Galilee

Casting a fishing net into Galilee - video



http://www.generationword.com/
https://www.generationword.com/Israel/bethsaida.html
https://www.generationword.com/Israel/capernaum.html
https://www.generationword.com/Israel/capernaum.html
https://www.generationword.com/Israel/Sea_of_Galilee.html
https://www.generationword.com/Israel/Sea_of_Galilee.html
https://youtu.be/LfskBuYAPIc?si=FtLZtFI9mwV54Nw5

John 1:35-51

Day One
e John 1:19
o Day before Jesus publicly arrives from the wilderness
o John meets with delegation from Jerusalem

Day Two

e John 1:29
e John Introduces Jesus publicly for the first time

Day Three

e John 1:35
« John introduces Andrew and John to Jesus personally

Day Four
e John 1:43
e Jesus leaves for Galilee (Cana)
e Jesus finds Philip on his way North.
« Philip finds Nathanael

Day Five

e Travel

Day Six

e Travel

Day Seven

e Jesus arrives

John 1:35-36

Part of the reason for this narrative is to show how John gave way to Jesus

John the apostle may have seen some of the followers of John the Baptist in Ephesus and other
places still trying to be followers of John instead of Jesus.

The verbs show John “was there” or “standing” while Jesus was passing by.
John'’s verbs are perfect tense while Jesus are present tense.

1:37
“followed” has double meaning:
1)  they followed that day



2) they followed him the rest of their lives

1:38
“What do you want?”
o Conversation starter
« Simple question depending on how they wanted to answer it.
e They could have answered it as if he asked, “What do you searching for here with John the
Baptist’'s ministry?” or “What do you hope is going to happen here?”

“Where are you staying?”
o ‘“staying” is the word menw
o John will use this word 66 times in this gospel
o menw is used 112 times in the NT
o It means “to stay, or to dwell”
o Itis used spiritually to mean “To remain, continue to abide” (John 15:4-7)

1:39
Jesus gives an invitation with a promise “Come and you will see.”
They stayed until 4:00 pm

1:40-41
Andrew proclaims Jesus was the Messiah, the Christ, the Anointed One.

Andrew appears two more times in the book of John:

1)  6:4-9, “Here is a boy.”

2) 12:20-22 — Greeks come to Philip to request to see Jesus. Philip takes them Andrew who then
went to Jesus.

1:42
Simon was called Cephas (“rock” in Aramaic). The Greek word for rock is Peter. Simon was
probably a Greek form of his Hebrew name Simeon.

e Simeon (Hebrew)

e Simon (Greek)

e Cephas (Aramaic)

o Petros (Greek)

o Peter (English)

1:46
Nazareth had a poor reputation and was insignificant in prophecy.
Maijor cities of prophecy would be Jerusalem, Bethlehem, etc.

1:47
“true Israelite” would indicate one with the faith of Abraham.
“nothing false” is "doloV” and means deceitful
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Capernaum
- with a view of the Sea of Galilee

Capernaum
- view of synagogue from
P s house.

T
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Peter's House (center) in Capernaum VAW
a first century residence that became a public meeting place in
the first century and was continually encircled with more building ;

to honor the site through the centuries. «



Capernaum

PETER's HOUSE
as viewed from the
synagogue in Capernaum.
(Sea of Galilee in background.)
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