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Paul's second letter written to Timothy (Second Timothy) in 66-67 AD from 

prison during Paul's final imprisonment in Rome.  

 In the fall of 67 or the spring of 68 Paul was led one morning out of 

the Mamertine Prison about 5 miles south outside the city of Rome 

for execution by decapitation on Via Ostia.  

 His body was taken about 1.5 miles back towards the city and buried 

in an above ground cemetery on property belonging to Lucina the 

woman who buried him. 

 This satellite image put these events into perspective.  

 It is easier to understand Paul's words in Second Timothy when you 

realize he knows he is on his way to his execution.  

 When Nero has time for Paul to appear for his sentencing Paul's fate 

will officially be declared.  

 Paul has already presented his case to Nero...now, it was just a 

matter of time for Nero to declare Paul a criminal.  

 Nero released Paul in 62 AD, but in 64 AD Nero was blamed for the 

fire that burnt Rome. To distract the "media" and the "public" Nero 

blamed Christians (see Tacitus) and started killing Christians in the 

coliseum, burning them as torches for evening activities, etc. So, in 

66/67 AD Nero's view of Paul will be different than it was in 60-62 AD 

as we see in the book of Acts.   

 Paul was a Roman citizen so he could not be crucified like a slave or 

a non-citizen such as Jesus or Peter. 

 

 St. Paul's stone coffin has been found beneath Rome's second largest basilica, Basilica of Saint Paul Outside the Walls. 

 The sarcophagus dates back to about A.D. 390 and was uncovered in Rome's Basilica of St. Paul's Outside-the-Walls, named 

for its location beyond the ancient wall surrounding Rome's center. 

 The sarcophagus was buried beneath the main altar, under a marble tombstone bearing the Latin words "Paulo Apostolo 

Mart.,"meaning "Apostle Paul, Martyr." 
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