
Philippians 2:9 - Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name 

that is above every name,  

 
 At this point Paul reverses directions and begins to celebrate the exaltation of Christ that was a result of 

his self-emptying and human humiliation. The tone changes, but the hymn continues. 
 Two parts here: 

o Super-exaltation 
o Given a name above every name 

 Notice the Greek word translated “highly exalted”...it is hyper-hupsosen...or “super-exalted” from 
o Huper = above, beyond  
o Hupsoo = exalt, lift up 

 Matthew 23:11-12 - “The greatest among you shall be your servant. Whoever exalts himself will be 
humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted.” 

 This is similar (but, not a direct quote) to Isaiah 52:13 where the disfigured servant of the Lord is highly 
exalted in the end. 

 Also, Daniel 7:13-14 occurs after Daniel 9:26. 
 It is clear New Testament doctrine that Jesus has ascended and been seated at the right hand of God 

(Acts 2:33; Hebrews 1:3) which is itself taken from Psalm 110:1. 
 Jesus told the high priest and his court this very thing in Mark 14:62, “And Jesus said, ‘I am, and you 

will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power, and coming with the clouds of heaven.’ ” 
 Note the Greek ho Theos auton hyperypsosen, “God highly exalted him” is using the same verb used 

in the Greek translation of Isaiah 52:13, “Behold, my servant shall act wisely;  he shall be 

high and lifted up,  and shall be exalted.” 

 Matthew 28:18; John 13:3; Hebrews 7:26; 1 Peter 3:22 
 

Philippians 2:10 - “so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and 

on earth and under the earth,  

 
 Isaiah 45:23 - “By myself I have sworn; from my mouth has gone out in righteousness  a word that shall 

not return: ‘To me every knee shall bow,  every tongue shall swear allegiance.’ ” 
o In Isaiah 45:14 the one speaking is the LORD (Yahweh). 
o 45:23 is a direct quote from Septuagint  

 This event will occur on many, many occasions and throughout all of time, but in John 5:22-23 Jesus 
clearly identifies one of those times, “For the Father judges no one, but has given all judgment to the 
Son, that all may honor the Son, just as they honor the Father. Whoever does not honor the Son does 
not honor the Father who sent him.” 

 It is the name JESUS that has been exalted (not LORD) because JESUS is the name of the MAN who 
emptied himself and demonstrated the most God-like character by being selfless and serving. 

 “Heaven...earth...under the earth” = universal homage to Jesus, refers to all beings  

 



Philippians 2:11 - “And every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 

God the Father.” 
 

 
 As in 1 Corinthians 8:6, it was typical use of the Greek word kyrios, “Lord”: 

o theos “God” refers to God the Father 

o kyrios “Lord” refers to God the Son, Jesus Christ 
 Note, that when the man Jesus confessed as “Lord” the glory goes to “God” the 

Father. Thus, the exaltation of Jesus does not diminish God’s glory, but instead 
enhances it. 

 


