
Philippians 1:12-20 

 
 Common of friendly letters of this time (around 60-62 AD) the salutation, thanksgiving and prayer 

beginning are followed by the writer informing the recipients concerning his condition. 
 In fact the very words Paul uses “I wish you to know...that…” are found in two contemporary letters of 

Paul’s day. 
o One, from Apollinarius to his mother Taesis 
o Two, from Isis to her mother Thermouthion 

 Usually this part is brief. At times it is the whole of the letter, merely letting the recipient know all is well. 
 Paul uses this in an expanded form. 
 First, Paul relieves the Philippians of any anxiety concerning his personal well-being (they had been at 

a loss for updated information while Paul was in Jerusalem, in Caesarean prison, on the ship and if he 
had arrived in Rome. Now Paul will personally provide them an update. (1:12) 

 Paul’s personal update quickly moves into a ministry update concerning the advancement of the 
Gospel from his position (1:13-18)  

 1:18-26 is Paul discussing his upcoming tribunal before Nero, but he focuses on Christ instead of Paul. 
 Similarities that are picked up again and used later in the letter: 

o 1:12 - thanksgiving as in 1:5, 7 for advance of the gospel 
o 1:13, 14, 15 - chains and  1:16 - defense of Gospel as in 1:7 
o 1:16 - motivated by “love” as in 1:9 
o 1:17 - “selfish ambition” as in 2:2-4 
o 1:12 - “advance the gospel” as in 1:25 - “progress” 

 So, Paul’s words describing his situation in 1:12-26 set the stage for Paul’s words to the Philippians 
about their situation in 1:27-2:18 

o 1:30 - “you are going through the same struggle you saw I had, and now hear that I still have. 
o This opposition is coming from two locations: 

 Roman society 
 Christian selfishness 

 Even as Paul describes his situation he says very little about himself, but instead is focused on the 
gospel, Christ and the mission of advancing the message. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Philippians 1:12 - “I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really 

served to advance the gospel,” 
 

 
 1:12-14 is a single Greek sentence: 

o Informational clause in 1:12 
o Result clause doubled in 1:13-14 

 Gospel is advancing in prison 
 Gospel is advancing outside of prison 



 Point: Things are not as the Philippians may have expected, but instead the very purpose for the 
Apostle Paul in Rome is happening: The Gospel is being proclaimed and advancing.  

 Application: If this is the case with Paul while in prison, then the Philippians should also be seeing 
similar results → namely, the advance of the Gospel because of their lives. 

 
Three things indicate Paul is transitioning here in verse 1:12: 

 “Now...” 
 “brothers and sisters...” 
 “I want you to know…” 

“What has happened to me” is clearly referring to Paul being imprisoned in chains since it is stated three times: 
1. 1:13 
2. 1:14 
3. 1:17 
4. (and, previously, in 1:7) 

 
One of Paul’s major desires of this letter is to communicate to the Philippians that his imprisonment has 
actually served to advance the gospel. And, they do not need to worry! 
 

 

Philippians 1:13 - “so that it has become known throughout the whole imperial guard and to 

all the rest that my imprisonment is for Christ.” 
 

 
 “So that” begins the compound result clause  
 Anyone in Rome who is familiar with seeing Paul in chains knows that Paul is in chains because of 

Jesus Christ. They know Paul is NOT in chains because of criminal activity, but at least they know he is 
in chains because of his religious opinion. 

 “The chains of me” is a phrase that is connected with “in Christ” so that Paul is capturing what he will 
say later when he writes, “participate in Christ’s suffering” 

o Paul is a man in Christ this truth is manifest in the fact that Paul is a man in chains. 
o Fee says it could be written like this: “it has become clear that I am in chains because I am a 

man in Christ, and that my chains are in part a manifestation of my discipleship as one who is 
thereby participating in the sufferings of Christ himself.” 

 “Palace guard” is praetorium 
o The word originally meant “the general’s tent” or “the headquarters within a camp”, and then, to 

mean “a governor’s palace (see Mark 15:16 and Acts 23:35) 
o By this time, 60-62 AD, it was common to use this term to refer to the emperor’s own elite troops 

stationed in Rome, known as the Praetorian Guard”. 
o In Rome there is no “governor’s palace” so this is referring to the Praetorian Guard. 
o The Praetorian Guard would have been guarding Paul 24 hours a day on four hour shifts while 

allowing him visitors and freedom to write and live in his apartment. In other words, many 
members of the Praetorian Guard would have had “Apostle Paul Duty” and heard the apostle’s 
message one way or another. 

o They were the only troops in Italy after the time of Augustus  
o Paul was not staying in a prison or at the barracks of the guards since he rented. 



o Paul seems to relish in the fact that the prisoner had taken captive his guards! Note: 4:22 - at 
the closing of the letter even some of these guards and other members of Caesar’s household 
are sending their greetings to the Philippians! 

 This was intended to encourage the Philippians in their hardship while promoting the 
Gospel. 

 

Philippians 1:14 - “And most of the brothers, having become confident in the Lord by my 

imprisonment, are much more bold to speak the word[c] without fear.” 
 

 
 This is the second result of Paul’s circumstances: The church at Rome. 
 A new evangelistic effort began in Rome because of Paul’s presence there. 

o Some believers supported Paul and his message. 
o Some believers for ulterior motives. The only expressed error Paul gives was their motivation 

 

Philippians 1:15 - “Some indeed preach Christ from envy and rivalry, but others from good 

will.” 
 

 
 Paul exposes their method and motivation. 
 Those who opposed Paul were operating with: 

o Envy 
o Rivalry 
o Selfish ambition 
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Philippians 1:16 - “The latter do it out of love, knowing that I am put here for the defense of the 

gospel.” 
 

 
 Motivation of the good men was: 

o Goodwill 
o Love 

 

Philippians 1:17 - “The former proclaim Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely but 

thinking to afflict me in my imprisonment.” 
 

 
 Paul’s supporters knew Paul was in prison for the defense of the gospel (1:16) 
 Paul’s opposition hoped to “stir up trouble” for Paul “while he was in chains.” (1:17) 
 The opposition were likely “leaders” and factions within the church of Rome wanting to maintain their 

place or power or establish a position of authority. They saw Paul as a challenge, but embraced his 
message and his Christ. (The opposition could not have been Judaizers. Consider Galatians refutation 
of them.) 

Philippians 1:18 - “What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is 
proclaimed, and in that I rejoice. 

Yes, and I will rejoice,” 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Philippians 1:19 - “for I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus 

Christ this will turn out for my deliverance,” 
 
 

 
Philippians 1:20 - “as it is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be at all ashamed, but 
that with full courage now as always Christ will be honored in my body, whether by life or by 

death.” 
 

 


